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sims, Leonard Hl. Sims, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, 


Sykes, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, and Wood- | 


ward—t4. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 


Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, Blanchard, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, Buffington, William W. Campbell, John H. Camp- 
pell, Carroll, Cathcart, John G. Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, 
Cullom, Culver, Garrett Davis, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, 
J. H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Giddings, Giles, Graham, Grider, 
Grinnell, Hampton, Haralson, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. 
Holmes, Hopkins, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washing- 
ton Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Thomas 
Butler King, Leake, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, James 
McDowell, McIlvaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Owen, Pen- 
dieton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Siimp- 
son, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, 
St. John, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Tredway, Trumbo, 
Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, and Young— 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the substitute. 

Some conversation followed. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Barringer, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Bell, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brink 
eriotl, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, 
Augustus A, Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, 
Cocke, Crozier, Cullom, Daniel, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dock- 
ery, Dromgoole, Erdman, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, 
Graham, Haralson, Hilliard, Hoge, Hopkins, George 8S. Hous- 
ton, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, Joseph Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, Kaufman, Thomas B. King, Leake, La Sere, Li- 
gon, Lumpkin, MeClernand, McConnell, James McDowell, 
McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Parrish, 
Payne, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Relic, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, 
Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander D, Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simp-on, Thomas Sinith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, 
Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Toombs, Towns, 'l'red- 
way. Wentworth, Wick, and Woodward—sl1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Anderson, 
Amold, Benton, Blanchard, Buffington, William W. Camp- 
bell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, Chipman, Col- 
lin, Cranston, Culver, Cummins, Cunningham, Garrett Da- 
vis, De Mott, Dixon, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, John H. 
Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hough, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington 
Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James 
H. Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Daniel P. King, Preston King, 
Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Long, Maclay, MeCrate, 
Joseph J. McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Niven, Nor- 
ris, Owen, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Seam- 
mon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, 
Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Til- 
den, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Williams, Winthrop, Wood, 
Woodruff, Wright, and Young—95. 


So the substitute was rejected. 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Dromgoo.e, pro tem.) 
now announced that the question would be on the 
engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. SAWYER moved that the bill be laid on 
the table. 

The Chair decided the motion to be out of order, 
on the ground that that motion could not be repeat- 
ed during the pendency of the previous question. 

Some conversation followed on the point of 
order. 

Mr. OWEN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the substitute of Mr. Hopkins had been re- 
jected; and asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 


After some conversation, Mr. JACOB THOMP. | 


SON asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 
Blanchard, Buffington, William W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Chipman, Collin, 
Culver, Cummins, De Mott, Dixon, Dunlap, Edsall, Ells- 
worth, Erdman, Foot, Foster, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, E. B. Holmes, 
Hough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Wash- 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
James H, Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Daniel P. King, Thos. 
Butler King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Long, Maclay, 
McClelland, McCrate, MeGaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh, Mil- 
ler, Moseley, Niven, Norris, Pendleton, Perry, Pollock, 
Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Sev- 
erance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, C. B. Smith, Stewart, 
Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Thur- 


man, Tilden, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Win- | 


throp, Wood, and Woodruff—8s. 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Barringer, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 


-UBLISHED AT THE CITY OF 





TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 1846. 


Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, 
Burt, Cathcart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Clarke, Cocke, Constable, Cranston, Crozier, Cul 
lom, Cunningham, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dillingham, Dob 
bin, Dockery, Dromgoole, John H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, 
Fries, Garvin, Giles, Graham, Grider, Haralson, Harmanson, | 
Hilliard, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, George 8. Hous | 
ton, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, Sea 
born Jones, Kaufman, Leake, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClean, 
McClernand, McConnell, Joseph J. MeDowell, James Me 
Dowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, 
Owen, Parrish, Perrill, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Stark 
weather, St. John, Sykes, Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tibbatts Toombs, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, Wentworth, 


|| Wick, and Woodward—95. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

This motion having prevailed, the effect (under 
the decision of the Chair) was to arrest all proceed- 
ings on the bill until the motion to reconsider should 
have been taken up and disposed of. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (for the purpose of taking up the 
bill to apply certain alternate sections of the public 
domain towards the completion of works of internal 
improvement in the State of Michigan, and for 
other purposes. ) 

The motion having been agreed to, 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Houston, 
of Alabama, in the Chair.) 

After a struggle for business, and some proceed- 
ings on the point of order, 

Mr. RHETT moved the bill to repeal that part 
of the tariff act of the 30th August, 1842, which 
imposes a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem on Java 
coffee, and to refund the discriminating duties of 
tonnage levied on Spanish vessels, except those 
from Cuba and Porto Rico, by the act of 13th July, 
1832, be taken up. Carried. 

This bill had already passed the House, and was 
returned from the Senate with an amendment. 

The question was on concurrence in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. RHETT said that, so far as regarded the 
20 per cent. ad valorem on @ffee, the new tariff 
bill established the duty at that rate; the bill, there- 
fore, so far as coffee was concerned, was super- 
seded; it was the tonnage duty on Spanish ves- 
sels alone. That subject was brought before Con- 
gress in the President’s message, and he hoped 
there would be no further delay or objection, and 
he moved the concurrence of the committee in the 
amendment. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that it was well known 
that when this bill was under consideration some 
weeks ago he had made earnest opposition to the 
provision by which Java coffee from the Nether- 
lands was to be admitted free of duty. He believ- 
ed then, and he believed now, that such a provision 
was calculated to do great injustice to the naviga- 
ting interests of the country. But further opposi- 
tion to it would be altogether unavailing. The 
tariff bill which had finally passed the two branches 
yesterday, and which now awaited the signature 
of the President, contained, as the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] had sug- 
gested, the same precise provision. And he must 
be allowed to say that it was entirely consistent 
with the whole tenor and spirit of that act. A 
great many hard things had been said about the 
tariff of 1842. It had never been said of that tariff, 
however, and never could be, that it discriminated 
against American labor and in favor of foreigh la- 
bor. This most Republican and eminently Dem- 
ocratic feature was reserved for the tariff of 1846. 
This was the great leading characteristic of that 


tariff, and one which could not be concealed’ or | 
{ claims. a m 
passed the other branch of Congress several times 


disguised. It was quite consistent with such a bill 
to give to Dutch vessels the whole benefit of the 
Java coffee trade. The navigating and the manu- 
facturing interests of the country must stand or fall 
together, and it was entirely reasonable that a bill 
which aimed at the prostration of American man- 
ufactures should include American shipping in the 
same stroke. ‘The tariff of 1846 did shte, directly 


'and indirectly. The ship owner and the import- | 
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| proceed to the second section of the bill. 
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ing merchant would feel its influences no less thar 
the manufacturer and the mechanic. 

Mr. W. suid he would not detain the committee 
by going into the details of this Java coffee ques- 
tion. He could not help recalling, however, the 
lines of the celebrated George Canning— 


“In matters of commerce, the fault of the Dutch, 
Is giving too little and asking too much.’ 

This was the characteristic of the Dutch Geov- 
ernment twenty years ago, according to Mr, Can- 
ning’s account, and this would seem to be their 
characteristic still. And there seemed to be no 
spirit in our own American Government in these 
days like Qiat which had been exhibited in Great 
Britain, both in the days of Mr. Canning and in 
all other days of he r history, for asserting the 
rights and protecting the interests of our own in- 
dustry and our own flag. But it was vain to pro- 
test against the anti-American policy of the exist- 
ing Administration in these Halls. The policy 
has been solemnly sanctioned by the representa- 
tives of the people, and nothing remained but to 
appeal to the people themselves, 

As to this bill, he should no longer oppose it. 
Its provisions as to Spanish vessels were just, and 
he hoped they would be adopted. 

The amendment of the Senate was then concur- 
red in, and the bill laid aside. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS PRIOR TO 1800. 


On motion of Mr. LIGON, by a vote of ayes 
91, noes 58, the committee took up the bill from 
the Senate to provide for the ascertainment and 
satisfaction of the claims of American citizens for 
spoliations committed by the French prior to the 
thirty-first day of July, 1801. 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, moved that it be 
laid aside. It contained, he thought, too many 
important provisions to be acted upon at this late 
period of the session, 

Mr. HAMLIN moved to amend the motion by 
adding, ** to be reporte d to the House.’’ 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out 
of order. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
McDowe 1, (by tellers,) and the vote stood, ayes 
52, noes 78. 

So the motion was rejected. 

The Clerk then read the'first section of the bill, 
as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress ussembled, That 
satisfaction shall be made, as hereinafter provided, to an 
amount not exceeding five millions of dollars, to such citi 
zens of the United States, or to their legal representatives, 
as had valid claims to indemnity upon the French Govern 
ment, arising out of illegal captures, detentions, foretble 
seizures, illegal condemnations, and confiscations commut- 
ted prior to the ratification of the convention between the 
United States and the French Republic, concluded on the 
thirtieth day of September, one thousand eiglit hundre d, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged on the thirty-first day 
of July following: Provided, That the provisions of this act 
shall not extend to such claims as are stipulated for and em 
braced in the convention between the United States and the 
French Republic concluded on the thirtieth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, and for the liquida- 
tion and payment whereof provision 1s made in the said 
convention ; nor to such claims as were allows d and paid, 
in whole or in part, under the provisions of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and Spain concluded on the twenty- 
second day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 


| nineteen; nor to such claims as were allowed, in whole or 
| in part, under the provisions of the treaty between the Uni- 
| ted States and France concluded on the fourth day of July, 
| one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one: ind provided, 


also, That in all cases of transfer or assignment, no claim- 
ant shall be entitled to receive an amount beyond the con- 


| sideration paid, and interest thereon. 


Mr. GILES took the floor, and said he was re- 


| joiced, for one, that the committee had agreed 


finally to take up and settle these long-deferred 
G He rejoiced that a proposition that had 


was about to meet with the action, and, he trusted, 
the favorable action, of this committee. — 

Mr. DROMGOOLE interposed, and inquired if 
there was an amendment pending; to which, re- 


i| ceiving a negative answer, he raised the point that 


discussion was not in order, but that they must 


\ 
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Mr. S. ADAMS (Mr. Gives yielding) moved 
trike out the first section. 


Mr. GILES, resuming the floor, remarked that 


to 


he was pre ured to discuss the bill: but his friends 
seemed anxious that the discussion should not 
proceed at this late stage of the session, and he 


therefore wi isiy vielded the floor. 

Vir. THURMAN said he was in hopes that 
there would be no attempt made to press the bill 
through—certainiy not to press it through in the 


spirit which seems to be manifested here this after- 


noon. tte heard some gentlemen talk about pass- 
ing th iil without discussion. But, without 
rainto tine que tion whether these were meri- 

rious clan or not, he wanted to ask every 
rember of this House who came from a State in 
which there are public lands, whether he had re- 
flected upon the efleet of this bill, if it passed ? 
Ile undertook to say that the members from. the 
new State had better vote four dollars in money 
to ol peri re according to the provisions of 
} \ t wasthis bill? It wasto give five 


y 
millions of dellars in public lands to the claimants, 


or five millions of acres, if the graduation bill 
uld pass, and the lands be taken at one dollar 
te i to be held by non-residents Think of 
{ t, said he, uu who come from Ohio, Indiana, 
| ois, and all the western States—five millions 
of acre Oo he elected from the best lands in the 
tates, and held by men, not one single one of 
whom wil tiv within vour borders! And in 
vhat quant Liow many men are there who 
nl Intere din th e claim Ile knew it might 
be it their name was levion; butif the truth 
wind out it would appear that these claims 
were very ft In whose hands were the major- 
I of these laims? In the hands of msurance 
oflices, who were underwriters for those who sus- 
tained the Josses. ‘The large bulk was in the 
hand fa fe individuals. Pa this law, and 
you willl e men—a single man, or incorporation 
ioldine one hundred thousand acres of land. 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, iInterposing, said he 
had received many letters on this subject, and the 
most important series of them he had received 


from Ohio. 


that 


tle 


individuals 


from imdividual understood the 


rentieman to in Ohio were 


say 


not interested in these claims. 

Mr. THURMAN. There may be a singel 
case, but comparatively speaking there are none 
in the new States, 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, id he had, 


withinafew days, received letters from Ohio, urging 


these cian 


Mr. ‘THURMAN repeated that there might be 


individual « : 

Mr. HARPER (Mr. T. still ytelding) was un- 
dey tood to re ertoa person im his town who was 
interested in this bill to the amount of §100,000; 
and he knew of others largely interested. 

Mr. THURMAN was very glad to receive this 
statement Hle wanted to know oft rentleme n from 
Indiana if their constituents wished the individual 
from Ohio, of whom his colleague [Mr. Harper] 
had spoken, to go into Indiana and select one hun- 
dred thousand acres of land? 

Mr. CC. B. SMITH said he had a number of 
constituents in Indiana who would be elad to have 
the iand th \ 


URM AN (re uming) admitted that there 


Mr.TH 


it be some ot these claims 


m in the new States, 
but they did not amount to one-hundreth part of 
them. No: the bulk of them are held in the east- 
ern cities, by msurance offices, by corporations, 
the underwi rs of those who sustained those 
losses. There might be some few remaining in 
the hands of their heirs, but the great mass of 
them were held by corporations, and by a few in- 


dividuals. \nd he undertook to say that such a 
wha wrong as this bill would inflict 
tern country, Was never proposed to 

by any act of Congress. 
He happened to live ina portion of Ohio, a creat 


system, ors 
on the 
operate 


Wes 
on any section 
propertion oft the lands of which be long d to non- 
residents—in the Virginia military district of Ohio 
and a perfect incubus it was. 


—a~and It was one of the 
portions of that country, that would 
sustain a population of two hundred to the square 
mile; and it had not now half the population of the 
Jands immediately adjoining it—in what were cal! 


most fertile 


1 i- 
ed Congress lands—which were of far inferior 
quality. And the reason was that the lands in that 
district were held in large bodies by non-residents. 
This evil was large enough under the rage for land 
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speculation which existed a few years ago, and it 
still remained sufficiently great. But pass this bill, 
and you will have tripled and quadrupled this evil 
for the new Stat He was astonished that any 
ventleman from the new States should vote for this 
bill, however just he might think these claims to 
be. If they are just, let them vote to pay, as they 
ought to be paid, in money. He would like to 
know how consistent it was, with the character and 
dignity of the United States, if she owed money, 
to turn her creditors off with trade—with land. 

But far above, far transcending this, the interest 
of all the new States requires, And peremptorily 
requires, that no such wrong shall be inflicted upon 
them. It was monstrous, monstrous to talk of 
passing a bill of this kind. 

But as to the merits of these claims: he denied 
they were meritorious. He would rest the case 
he had heard, not ten minutes 
long, from one of the Senators from South Caroli- 
na during this very session. He undertook to say 
it was unanswerable: no man could answer it at 
all. What was the Government 
a eltiz had 


Go to war? 


upon an argument 


bound to do for 
wronged by a foreign 
Notatall. It was bound to 
, to remonstrate, and to urge their claims 
for indemnity. It mi 
if it saw fit, mss 


} 
en Heen 


who 
Powe r? 
negotiate 
' 


rit, for good public reasons, 


ue letters of marque and reprisals; 
or it might go to war to obtain indemnity, but it 
was not bound todo so. There was no obligation 
( erin law, in the Constitution, or in morals, 
which require to go to war, or to Issue letters 
of marque and reprisals in order to obtain indem- 
nity. 
Now, what did the Government of the United 


States do? All that 


could be done by areument, by 


negotiation, by remonstrance; and finally reprisals 
were resort d to, It did ll at could in order to ob- 


t 


And now 
sum and substance of this business was, 
the United States did not resort to war, 
therefore the United States should pay this debt. 
Lie knew it would be said the United States relin- 
quished the claims of these citizens for a consider- 
ation. Ee denied it. What kind of a considera- 
tion did the United States receive, or rather, what 
was it which the United States ceased todo? It 

mply ceased to negotiate further on the subject. 
That was all. Now, suppose that, without any 
treaty at all, the United States had ceased to nero- 
ul ite, wou 


iin indemnity, short of declaring war. 


ie real 


t 
he cause 





d there have been any ground for these 


claimants to ask the United States to pay them 
their losses? Si ppose the United States, believing 
that no good could come from further negotiation, 


had chose n to stop it, and not continue itasa sub- 
ject of irritation between the two countries without 
treaty, What ¢ 
reimburs 


1 
was tl 


laim could our citizens have had for 
ment? None whatsoever. Well, if this 
1e case, how was it altered if there was a 
treaty, even granting that in that treaty there was 
as tipul ition that this Government would not press 

> J 


HS fF i 


fe undertook to say that the Gov- 
\ 


, 
id done 


these clan 
ernment | all it was required to do from its 
obligati 








ms to its citizens to recover these ¢ laims; 
and finding no reasonable prospect that they would 
| ( acknow le dé é d, sne cease d to pre SS the mys and 
the fact of a treaty being made would not alter the 
: single particular. 

Neither did he admit that the United States re- 
ceived any consideration from ceasing to prosecute 
Why, it was said we were liable to 
ry nonfulfilment of the treaties of the 


case 1n one 


these cl ums. 


’ 
> 
France fi LC VO- 


lution. But when did this Government ever admit 
its hability to France on the ground of these trea- 
ties? Tle wanted the proof of any such fact. 


Mr. THOMASSON. Does the gentleman pre- 
tend to Say that this Congress could repeal the 
stipulations of treaty? 

Mr. THURMAN. Does the gentleman pretend 
to say that in case of treaty stipulations between 
two nations, one cannot put an end tothem? Had 
the Government less power than an individual? In 
case of contract between two individuals. the viola- 
tion by one of them set aside and rendered null 
the contract. So with the Government. The Uni- 
ted States make a treaty with France; we refuse 
to execute it; and if this is done on good and suffi- 
cient grounds, then the Government was liable to 
no damages. 

Mr. THOMASSON inquired if all the stipula- 
tions of the treaty had not been complied with on 
the part of France, and if all the failure was not on 
the part of the United States? 

Mr. THURMAN. No, sir. 


Not at all. He 





| July 30. 


denied entirely that France executed hey 
these treaties, as the gentleman supposed 


part 


What did the Congress of the United Stas, 
dertake to do? (Mr. T. had not before 
documents, as he had no idea of this jj) 
brought up to-day, or of speaking on it.) 'T 
that this treaty should not be executed 6n thy 
of the United States. And on what ground: 
the reason expressly recited in the act of Coy 
that France had failed to execute her part of t 
treaties, and therefore the United States had » », 
fect right to say she would not execute th, 
further. 

Every Government had the power to 
would not execute a treaty when circum 
required and justified it. The power was « 
to the very existence of Government. For j) 
suppose a weak nation has a treaty which }jy, 
to make war with another—a nation so powerf 
that the result of that war would be the utter ak 
tinction of the first-named nation; was there 
power in her to say she would not execute | 
treaty, the execution of which would resu): 


annihilation of her political existence? If the ( 


! Oy 
ernment refuse, and without good grounds, th 
she is answerable in damages; but still she has 
right to refuse to execute it, and if it is on 
reasons, then she is answerable for no dain 
And that is the case here. 

He said, then, that there was no admission 0; 
the part of the United States that they were answ; 
able to I'rance for the execution of these treat 
And he said further, that the obligation of ¢) 


treaties was grounded on the question, what 
the true meaning of Now, what Fra 
claimed under these treaties was dependent on a 
construction of them which the United States 
steadily refused to admit. Let any one read + 
areument of General Hamilton at the time of G 
eral Washington’s proclamation, and then tell } 
whether it was clear the United States had violated 
these treaties. Gentlemen begged the questioi 
when they said these treaties were violated, They 
put the French construction—not the construct 
of the United States—upon them. France cla 

that the United States was bound to become their 
ally in the war they were carrying om with Great 
Britain. The United States denied that thi 

the true construction; that the case had not arisen 


i 


SAY cl 


‘ 
i 


or 


es 


them ? 


eu 


under the treaty which required them to take up 
arms as an ally of France against England. 

He said in this case the United States had re- 
ceived no benefit whatever from ceasing to nevo- 
tiate. The contrary was assumed, in order to 
establish the validity of these claims upon the Goy 
ernment. Before you can prove it, you must 
prove that the United States was Hable to Franes 
Chat is not proved. Next you must prove th 
the United States was bound further to neotiate- 
further to press the settlement of these claims. Hi 
denied it. He denied that they had not done all 
they were bound to do; and therefore this second 
proposition, necessary to be proved by the support 
ers of this bill, falls to the ground. 

Mr. T.. rested the case, then, on the argument 
of the distinguished Senator from South Carolina 
which he had never heard answered—viz: that no 
government was bound to go to war on account of 
spoliations like these, in good faith to its citizens 
It was bound to negotiate, to remonstrate, to pre- 
sent the claims. It may be proper to go further, 
but it is not bound to go further. The United 
States went as far as she was bound to go; and tt 
being perfectly manifest that France never w ould 
pay anything of these claims, and the United 
States having done all it was bound to do in good 
faith to its citizens, these men have not suffered by 
the action of the Government of the United States. 
He did not believe any gentleman who looked at 
this matter candidly and fairly could entertain thé 
opinion that the French Government ever would 
have paid for these spoliations. These men, then, 
had lost nothing by the action of their Govern- 
ment. 

At this point, without concluding his remarks, 
Mr. T. moved that the committee rise; which being 
agreed to, 

The committee rose and reported. 

The House concurred in the action of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
concurring in the amendment of the Senate to the 
** bill to repeal that part of the act of the thirtieth 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-two, which 
imposes a duty of twenty per cent. ad valorem 00 
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java coffee, and to refund the discriminating ton- 
ve duties levied on Spanish vessels (except those 
from Cuba and Porto Rico) by the act of the thir- 
onth July, eighteen hundred and thirty-two.”’ 

On motion of Mr JOSEPH R. INGRSOLL, 
che House took up the bill from the Senate, pro- 
viding for the payment of evidences of public debt 


‘» certain Cases. 
"I The amendment (reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means) was concurred in. 
And the bill was read a third time and passed. 
And the House adjourn d. 








IN SENATE, 
Fripay, July 31, 1846. 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would to- 
mort yw move the Senate to take up the private 
calendar, With a view of disposing of the uncon- 
rested cases. 

Mr. UPHAM asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the papers of Andrew J. Smith; 
will +h was eranted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported, without amendment, 
the House bill for the relief of Mary Segar, of 
Jefferson county, New York. 

Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Anthony Conant, accompa- 
nied by a report in writing. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Peter Frost, 
accompanied by a report in writing; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


OREGON RAILROAD. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on the Pub- 

lic Lands, reported a bill to set apart a portion of 
iblie lands to make a railroad from Lake 
Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 

‘Cries from the left of the Chamber, ** Read 
the bill; let us hear what it says.””| 

The bill having been read in part— 

Mr. BENTON rose and objected to the further 
reading of the bill. He thoveht it was entirely 
wrong to occupy the time of the Senate, especial- 
ly at this late period of the session, with a project 
like this. A person applies for a grant of ninety 
nillions of acres of land, and promises to con- 
struct a railroad some three thousand miles in 
lencth. He would not be greatly surprised to see 
persons soon coming forward and offering to take 
the Government off their hands altogether. 

Mr. BREESE expressed his surprise at the re- 
marks of the Senator from Missouri. The bill was 
reported by the committee after a careful considera- 
von ofthe proposition submitted by them. Although 
the subject was a novel one, all must admit that it 
s important and desirable, if it could be accom- 

hed; and that it could be accomplished, he 
thought the facts set forth in the report would 
clearly and satisfactorily show. It was not proposed 
to grant the land for the construction of this road to 
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lividuals, but to set apart a portion of the public 
mds to be employed in the construction of the 
road; lands which, if not applied in this way, 
would, perhaps, never bring a single dollar into 
the weasury. He was surprised at the discourtesy 
shown by the Senator from Missouri to the com- 
mittee which had reported this bill. This was not 
the way in which a proposition emanating froma 
committee of the Senate ought to be treated. The 
Senator from Missouri might entertain the belief 
that it could never be carried into effect, but that 
might not be the judgment of Congress; and even if 
the thing could not be accomplished in the manner 
proposed by this bill, the subject was of sufficient 
importance to engage the attention of Congress. 
rhis bill might be liable to some objection, like all 
other bills upon their presentation; but it might be 


1 
4 
\ 
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amended and perfected. It was a subject of great | 


Importance to the whole nation, and not only to 


this nation but to the world. If the work contem- | 


plated by the bill should be accomplished, it must 
revolutionize the commerce of the world. It would 
hereafter be carried through the heart of this con- 
nent, and we should receive all the benefits. The 
bill ought not to be condemned in advance. 


Mr. BENTON said he had no desire to hear 


any more of the projectthan he had already heard. 
The idea of granting ninety millions of acres of 
land to individuals, for the purpose of construct- 
ing a road three or four thousand miles, through a 
wilderness and over a range of mountains double 
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the height of the Allerhanies, was one of the most 


absurd and ridiculous that could be presented to 
Congress. It was more; it was a most impudent 
proposal, Whenever it came up for considera- 
tion, if it should come, he would do it justices : at 
present he had no more to say about it. 

Mr. CHALMERS observed that, as a member 
of the Committee on the Public Lands, he thought 


it right to say that he coneurred in presenting this 


bill to the Senate, although he did not approve of 
the plan proposed, As it was a great domestic 
subject, he was willing that it should be reported 


upon and the facts spread out before the peonle. 


Mr. BENTON said that, if information was 


desired, they had already published a topoeraphi- 
cal map during this session which would supply 
it 


Mr. CHALMERS said he had examined that 
map, and, though it might be suflictent for the 
Senator from Missouri, who was so well informed 
upon all subjects connected with Orevon, yet he 
thought there could be no disadvantace m laying 
the report now made by the Committee on the 
Publie Lands before the people. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE declared himself favorable 
to the general proposition. He did not understand 
the bill as proposing to crant to individuals the 
land the proceeds of which were to be used in the 
construction of the road, but appropriating a cer- 
tain proportion of the public domain for the con- 


struction of a great national work. Look at the 


benefits to be derived from it. Was it of no con- 
sequence to tle the remote States torether—to fur- 
nish facilities for commercial intercourse? The 


lands, as had been said, would searcely ever bri 

a dojlar into the trernsury, unless a portion of them 
were emploved in this w: If this were done, 
however, an inducement and means would be af- 





uy 


forded for the rapid settlement of the whole line of 
country through which the road would pass. In 
every aspect, if the plan were practicable at all, it 


was a matter of creat interest to every citizen of 
the country. He hoped the matter would at lea 
be allowed to receive some attention on the part of 
Coneress. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he hoped the report 
would be allowed to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON said we had already published a 
map, which was quite sufficient. He hoped this 
subject would be laid upon the table, that they 
might proceed with the business which remained 
to be done. Itwas now almost the last day of the 
session, and he honed the time would not be con- 
sumed by such a thing as this. 

Mr. BREESE observed that the cost of printine 
could not be much. In view of the importance of 
the subject, he would be quite willing to pay the 
small amount that it would cost out of his own 
pocket. It was the first time, he believed, that 
objection had been made to the printing of the 
report of a re oul urly organized committe e of the 
Senate. 
BENTON moved that 
upon the table until to-morrow. 


Vi | the subject be laid 

This motion was negatived. 

The report was then ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the Senate, as in 
committee of the whole, proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the bill to surrender to the State of Ten- 
nessee all title the United States have to lands in 
Tennessee south and west of the line commonly 
called the Congressional reservation line, and to 
release to said State the proceeds of such of said 
lands as may have been sold by the State of Ten- 
nessee, as agent of the United States; which, after 
explanation, and defence by Senators TURNEY, 
JARNAGIN, and CHALMERS, was reported to 
the Senate with an unimportant amendment, order- 
ed to a third reading, and, by unanimous consent, 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted a motion to take 
up the bill for the admission of Iowa into the 
Union; which was negatived. 

Mr. DIX asked that the House bill making ap- 
propriations for certain defensive works for the 
year ending on the 30th June, 1847, might be read 
for the purpose of reference. 

The bill was accordingly read, and then laid 
over until to-morrow. 

TEXAN NAVY. 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to increase the naval 
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establishment of the United States, by adding there- 
to the naval establishment of the late Republic of 
he question being on the motion of Mr. Hunt- 
INGTON, for the indefinite postponement of the 


\Ir. HOUSTON rose and made a most em- 
phatic appeal to the Senate in favor of the bill 
He contended that Texas was led to accept the 
oifer of annexation with the United States by the 
strong inducements which had been held out to 
her through the American Minister. But for these, 
he suggested that she might not have given her 
assent to the measure. Amone the inducements 
was the pledge to sustain the Texan navy. Fler 


) ) = 
Represent tives, therefore, did } t stand hefore 


Congress in the atittude of supplicants for favor, 
but: the asserters of rehts which | { been con 
ceded to them. He reearded the hone r of t 
Senate as involved in this question, and that the 
United States were bound to make s ible prov 


respondence of Mr. Donelso 

Minister of the United Stat im order to sustam 
the po on he had umnie ind put it to the 
Senate, in the most fore:bl phrase, whether they 
would act in this case so as to preserve to our 
Government the reputation whie! we had acquired 


in the eves of the wo ad. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON in reply, asserted that he 
knew of nothing in the compact by which Tex 
was admitted in the Union, whicl required tha 
the United State 


should take into her service the 


navy of ‘Texas, He therefore di ed that there 
Was any obi ition on the United States to admit 
these ‘Texan officers into our navy. But if there 
be anv foree m the Position taken by the Senator 
from ‘Texas, it will be imperative on the President 
to nominate all these Texan officers to the Senate, 
and thus our own officers will be overslauched. 
Mr. RUSK contended that no officers of th 

United States navy could be overslauched by the 


Mission oO} the Ts xan navy, because the F Ww 
would only fill the offices which its own provi- 
sions would ereate. If this law did not pass, there 
would be no vacancies to fill, and how could the 
law overslaugh any one? It would not put back 
a single officer, detract from his pay, or supply 
any vaeancy to which he might have a clam. 
i Xxas would che i rfully accede to be placed on an 
equality with other States. Every State of the 
Union would furnish more officers than she now 
asked. He contended that, in some cases, the 
word navy included officers and men, while in 
others it was limited to ships and guns. In this 
case he construed the word as meaning to includ: 


officers, Hie would be the last man to think of 


oversiauchinge any officers, but he thought thi 
arrangement was but an act of justice to Texas, 
the carrying out of the spirit of the compact. 

Mr. BREESE read a statement from the ‘exan 
Secretary of War and Marine, show ine that nearly 
the whole of the officers of the Texan navy had 
resione dl, and left the service of Te XS, before an 
nexation took place. The only question, therefore, 
was, whether the exigencies of the service required 
this addition to our navy. 

Mr. HOUSTON explained, that these officers 
were furlouched, and ye rmitted temporarily to go 
into the walks of civil life, because the Government 
had no means to pay them. 

Mr. CALH(¢ UN cor sidered that both cood faith 
and propriety ie quired the passage of this bill, He 
looked on the word navy, as comprehending offi- 
cers and men; and as we had made the offer, he 
contended that we were bound to construe the joint 
resolution as Texas understood it. The only ques- 
tion with him was, whether we had adopted the 
proper mode, and daly recarded the feelings of eur 
navy. The mode prescribed by the bill he regarded 
as the constitutional mode, requiring the Pre sident 
to nominate the Texan officers, unless strong objec- 

As to the feelings of the navy, 
he would be the last man to wound them; and he 
reminded the Senate that at a time when the navy 
was violently assailed by the party—the Republi- 
can narty—to which he belonged, he, with Mr. 
Clay and afew others, stood by the navy, and suc- 
ceeded in making it a Democratic as wellasa Fed- 
eral institution. ; He would vote for the bill. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD replied briefly, insisting that 
the term “‘cede’’ could not apply to the officers; 
and asked the yeas and nays on the question; and 
they were ordered. 
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ublic of ‘Texas, one passed in 1840, and the other 
in 1844, regulating the navy of that republic; thus 
showing that there was a navy in existence, while 
the question of annexation was in progress. 


Mr. DICKINSON did not see how we could 


legislate these officers into our navy without their 
being consttutionally appointed, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. If the Texan 
officers were brought into our navy by the compact 
of annexation, there was no necessity for this bill. 
‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone the bill indefinitely, and decided as fol- 
lows: 
YAS—M 
Cilley, John M 
den, Davis, 


ers. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Berrien, Breese, 
Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Critten 
Dayton, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Hanne- 
gan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson 
of Maryland, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 
Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, and Woodbridge —31. 
NAYS—Moesers. Ashley, Bagby, Bright, Calhoun, Came 
ron, Cass, Chaliners, Dickinson, Houston, Lewis, MeDuffic, 
Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Turney, and 
Yulee 1k, 
On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the bill to 
admit Jowa into the Union was made the special 


i 
order for to-morrow at eleven o’clock. 


SUB-TREASURY. 


The bill for the better organization of the treas- 
ury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, trans- 
fer, and disbursement of the public revenue, was 
read a third time, and the question being ‘ Shall 
the bill pass — 

Mr. EVANS rose and addressed the Senate in 
opposition to its passage. He said he supposed 
the bill was in the precise form in which its friends 
desired ‘that it should be. If it was not, it was 
certainly not owing to any want of time to perfect 
it; for it had been introduced very early in the 
session in the House of Repre sentative s, and had 
undoubtedly been well considered there and put 
into such ashape as was deemed desirable. It 
to the long ago as the 3d day of 
A»ril, and was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, where it was retained until the &th day of 
June; it had fo doubt received the assiduous at- 
tention of the committee, and, as they learned from 
the chairman of the committee, the committee had 
had the benefit of the suevestions of the Secretary 
of the Treasury in regard to it. It had lone been 
upon the tables of the Senate and had undergone 
the examimation of those who were friendly to 
it, and had now arrived at its final stage in that 
body. 


came Senate as 


t was, therefore, he had no doubt, in every 
} what friends desired it should be. 
‘Those who were opposed to it had taken no part 
mn altering it, Orin any way embarrassing its 


Press, 


respect its 
roO- 
it embodied, doubtless, all the financial 
and sagacity of its friends. It ought, 
therefore, to be perfect, or as perfect as the nature 
of such a law would permit. But what was the 
evil which this act was intended to remedy? Had 
not the revenue been well collected, safely kept, 
safely and easily transferred, and promptly and 
readily disbursed? Had there been any com- 
plaint against the system now in operation? Was 
it not an excellent system, as far as safety, conve- 


wisdom 


nience, public accommodation, and private accom- 
modation, were concerned? He thought that if 
any person having any connexion with the ad- 
ministration of the revenue were asked, they would 
say that it worked perfectly well. What were the 
great evils to be remedied? Could anybody point 
them out? And was this atime for making exper- 
imental ch ules ? W ould it not be better to post- 
pone such experiments until atime of peace? The 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Ca.noun] yes- 
terday insisted that it was desirable to mitigate the 
embarrassments which must necessarily be felt in 
the removal of larre amounts of specie from one 
place to another, and in doing so the Senator had 
given the very strongest reason against this bill. It 
would be difficult to adduce a more forcible argu- 
ment against the bill than the honorable Senator 
had used in advocating the amendment. One 
thing which struck him very forcibly was the in- 
congruity, theinconsistency of the legislation which 
they were pursuing. ‘Two or three days ago they 
had passed an act repealing the tariff of 1842, 
and substituting a new principle; and the argument 
in favor of the bill was, that it would increase the 
importation of foreign productions, and thereby in- 
crease the revenue. But when a bill like the 
present, for the establishment of the sub-treasury 
system, was before Congress in 1840, the argu- 
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Mr. YULEE referred to two laws of the Re- | 


ment—the great and principal argument—then 
urged by the friends of this measure was, that it 


would restrict and limit the amount of imports; | 


that it would arrest the excessive introduction of 
foreign merchandise; and that it would check and 
prevent the evil of an overflowing treasury. The 
sub-treasury was then vindicated because it would 
repress and keep down importation. Two or three 
days ago a bill was passed to increase importa- 
tions; to-day a bill was to be passed to check and 
keep down importation. ‘The two measures must 
come into conflict; they could not be reconciled. 
If the only effect of this bill would be to check 
excessive importations, he would have no objec- 
tion to it; but it extended beyond this: it would 
also check and keep down all the business opera- 
tions of the country. 
that it would restrict imports and cut down com- 
merce, it would cut down everything else. They 
were embarrassing their prospects and means of 
revenue ata time when it became necessary for the 
Government to use its credit, and to borrow mo- 
ney to carry on itsoperations. ‘They were dimin- 
ishing their prospects for making successful loans. 
The rate of interest had about doubled, he believ- 
ed, since these measures began to be agitated. 
The Government six per cent. stock at the com- 
mencement of this session stood at 115 per cent.; 
it was now down to 105. Almost two years in- 


terest struck down in six months, only in antici- 


mation of these measures. 

Mr. E. proceeded at very great length to point 
out the injurious effects which would arise from 
the adoption of this measure. 

He was followed by Mr. HUNTINGTON in 
opposition to the bill. ; 

The question being put on the passage of the 
bill, the yeas and nays were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said that he desired 
to address some remarks to the Senate, which 
would not occupy more than fifteen minutes, in 
reference to this bill, but the state of his health 
would scarcely permit him to do so to-night; if 
there was any appropriation bill which it would be 
agreeable to the chairman of the Finance Commit- 
tee to take up now, he would be glad this bill 
should be passed by until to-morrow. 

Mr. DAVIS suggested that, as it was now late, 
it would be better that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. McDUFFIE proposed an Executive ses- 
S10nNn. 

Mr. LEWIS expressed a desire, in case the sub- 
treasury bill was to be deferred until to-morrow, 
to take up the 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate accordingly (the sub-treasury bill 
having been passed by informally) proceeded to 
the consideration, as in committee of the whole, of 
the naval appropriation bill, which had been re- 


For the very same reason | 


ported back from the Committee on Finance with | 


sundry amendments. 

The amendments were read and agreed to, and 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved further to amend, by 
providing that passed midshipmen performing the 
duties of sailing-masters should receive pay ac- 
cordingly. 

This amendment, after debate by Messrs. FAIR- 
FIELD, MANGUM, PEARCE, BERRIEN, and 
BREESE, in favor, and Messrs. CRITTENDEN 
and ALLEN in opposition to it, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, an amendment was 
adopted appropriating $25,000 for the support and 
maintenance of marine hospitals. 


Mr. CAMERON proposed an appropriation of 


$100,000 for the construction‘of a floating dry-dock 


at the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. DAYTON moved to amend the amendment 
by adding the following: ‘‘or on the opposite side 
of the river, if, on examination of the depth of 
water and other considerations, it be deemed more 


beneficial to the public interest;’’ which was unan- | 


imously agreed to. 


And the amendment as amended was then, with- 


out a division, rejected. 


A motion for adjournment being made, the yeas | 


and nays were ordered, and were taken, with the 
following result: Yeas 22, nays 12. 


as 


And the Senate then adjourned. 
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_in order pending the motion to go into co 
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THE WAREHOBSING BILL. 

The SPEAKER announced the special order of 
the day to be the bill in relation to the Warehous. 
Mr. McCLELLAND moved that the Ho, 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 


ON the 


that bill. uP 
Mr. TRUMAN SMITH moved to postyoy, 
the consideration of the special order, Silla aoa 
The SPEAKER said that motion would not }.. 


Mr. TRUMAN SMITH then eave note” 


2 notice ‘ 
if the motion of Mr. McC eianp should not pre. 
vail, he (Mr. 8S.) would move to go into com, 
tee for the purpose of resuming the considerat;, 0 
of the French spoliation bill. 

Mr. WINTHROP asked the yeas and nays oy 
the motion of Mr. McCLe.tianp; which were ; 
dered. 

Mr. McK AY moved that there be a call of thy 
House. 

Which motion was decided in the affirmative. 

So a call of the House was ordered, 

And the Clerk having called the roll, 147 mem- 
bers answered to their names. 

The names of the absentees having been called, 
165 members appeared to be present. 

On motion of Mr. ASHMUN, all further pro- 
ceedings on the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on Ep. 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

The question now recurring on the motion of 
Mr. McC.ieianp, 

Mr. LIGON inquired whether, if the motion to 
go into committee should prevail, the special order 
would not necessarily be taken up? 

The SPEAKER. The special order is made a 
part of the motion. The committee will be obliged 
therefore, to proceed to the consideration of that 
subject if the motion should prevail. 

Mr. LIGON. I move to postpone the special 
order. 

The SEEAKER. The chair has already deci- 
ded that motion to be out of order pending Uy 
motion to go into committee. 

Mr. LIGON. ‘Then I understand if this motion 
should prevail, the special order must be taken up. 

Atter a brief conversation between Messrs. 
WINTHROP, McKAY, and the SPEAKER, on 

’ ’ 
a point of order, 

The question, *‘Will the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the pounce of taking up the said bill” 
was taken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinsor 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boys, 
Brinkerhoft, Brockenbrough, W. G. Brown, Burt, Cathecar, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cum- 
mins, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, Eliswo 
Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gordon, Graham, 
Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, Hoge, Isaac E. Holy 
Hopkins, George 8S. Houston, Hungerford, Hunter, Jaw 
H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Leas 
La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, MceClernand, 5 
Connell, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, Mckay, 
Barkley Martin, Morris, Niven, Norris, Parrish, Pern’, 
Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Ales 
ander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smit, 
Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Jacob Thompson, Thur- 
man, ‘Towns, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, 
Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost—&8. é; 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Blan¢ 
ard, Brodhead, Buffington, William W. Campbell, John It. 
Campbell, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozie’, 
Culver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Droingoole, Dunlap, 
Edsall, Erdman, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Gndcr, 
Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias b. 
Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Huds ny 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingerso!, 
Jenkins, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, Long, McClean, MeCrate, 
McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseicy, 
Pendleton, Perry, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Row 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Seammo”, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Sini 
Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Jains 
Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Williams, Wi 
mot, Winthrop, and Young—80. 


y+ 


? 


So the House resolved itself into Committee ol 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hor 
kins, of Virginia, in the chair,) and proceeded to 
the consideration of the following bill from we 
Senate: 

A BILL to amend an act entitled “ An act to provide reve- 


nue from imports, and to change and modify existing law® 

imposing duties on imports, and for other purposes.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repreeentaire 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, ive 
the twelfth section of the act entitled “An act to provie 


| revenue from imports, and to change and modify existiog 








— eo 2 2 oe 





1, 


r of 


OuSs- 


DUSe 


1emM- 





Smith 


Thur- 
Wick, 


lanch 
hin H. 
poz, 
unlaAp, 
rider, 
ias B. 
udson, 
rors li, 
‘Crate, 
seley, 
Rock- 
nmon, 
Sith, 
Jaimnes 


s, Wil- 


tee of 
Hor- 
led to 
n the 


p reve- 
iz laws 


itatirves 
, That 
yrovide 
xishig 


a or ' 





; imposing duties on imports, and for other purposes,” 
wn ate the thirtieth day of August, one thousand eight 
andr d and forty-two, is hereby amended so as hereafter 
. read as follows: : 

sec. 12.] ind be it further enacted, That on and after the 


av this act goes into operation the duties on all imported | 


ds, wares, or merchandise, shall be paid in cash: Pro- 
ied, That in all cases of failure or neglect to pay the duties 
within the period allowed by law to the importer to make 

try thereof, or whenever the owner, importer, orconsignee, 
hall make entry for warehousing the same in writing, in 
<ych form, and supported by such proof, as shall be pre- 
~abed by the Secretary of the Treasury, the said goods, 
wares, OF merchandise, shall be taken possession of by the 
collector, and deposited in tae public stores, or in other 
sores to be agreed on by the collector or chief revenue 
oficer ofthe port and the importer, owner, or consignee, 
ine said stores to be secured in the manner provided for 
hy the first section of the act of the twentieth day of April, 
ne thousand eight hundred and eighteen, entitled © An 
act providing for the deposite of wines and distilled spirits 
in public warehouses, and for other purposes,’ there to 
be kept with due and reasonable care, at the charge and 
rick of the owner, importer, consignee, or agent, and sub- 
‘oof at all iimes to their order upon the payment of the 
Soper duties and expenses, to be ascertained on due entry 
thest of for warehousing, and to be secured by bond of the 
owner, importer, Or consignee, with surety or sureties to 
the satisfaction of the collector, in double the amount of 
the said duties, and in such form as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe: Provided, That no merchandise 
sail be withdrawn from any warehouse in which it may be 
deposited, in aless quantity than in an entire package, bale, 
ask, or box, unless in bulk, nor shall merchandise so im- 
ported in bulk be delivered except in the whole quantity of 
oank pareel, Or in @ quantity not less than one ton weight, 
unless by special authority of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
And in case the owner, importer, consignee, or agent of any 
goods on Which the duties have not been paid, shall give 
t the collector satisfactory security that the said goods 
shall be landed out of the jurisdiction of the United States, 
ip the manner NOW required by existing laws relating to ex- 
portations for the benefit of drawback, the collector and 
naval officer, if any, on an entry to reéxport the same, shall, 
upon payment of the appropriate expenses, permit the said 
goods, under the inspection of the proper officers, to be 
shipped without the payment of any dutles thereon. And 
in case any goods, wares, or merchandise, deposited as afore- 
said, shall remain in public store beyond one year, without 
payment of the duties and charges thereon, then said goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall be appraised by the appraisers 
of the United States, if there be any at such port, and if 
none, then by two merchants to be designated and sworn by 
the collector for that purpose, and sold by the collector at 
public auction, on due public notice thereof being first given, 
in the manner and for the time to be prescribed by a general 
regulation of the Treasury Department; and at said public 
sale distinet printed catalogues descriptive of said goods, 
with the appraised value affixed thereto, shall be distributed 
among the persons present at said sale; and a reasonable 
opportunity shall be given before such sale, to persons 
desirous of purchasing, to inspect the quality of such 
goods; and the proceeds of said sales, after deducting the 
usual rate of storage at the port in question, with all other 
charges and expenses, including duties, shall be paid over 
to the owner, importer, consignee, or agent, and proper re- 
eeipts taken for the same: Provided, That the overplus, if 
auy there be, of the proceeds of such sales, after the pay- 


1 


s 


ment of storage, charges, expenses, and duties as atore- | 


said, remaining unclaimed for the space of ten days after 
such sales, shall be paid by the collector into the treasury 
of the United States ; and the said collector shall transmit 
to the Treasury Department with the said overplus, a copy 
of the inventory, appraisement, and account of sales, speci- 
fying the marks, numbers, and descriptions of the packages 
sold, their contents, and appraised value, the name of the 
vessel and master in which, and of the port or place whence 
they were imported, and the time when, and the name of the 
person or persons to whom said goods were consigned in the 
manifest, and the duties and charges to which the several 
consignments were respectively subject; and the receipt or 


certificate of the collector shall exonerate the master or per- | 


son having charge or command of any ship or vessel, in which 
said goods, wares, or merchandise, were imported, from all 
claim of the owner or owners thereof, who shall neverthe- 
less, on due proof of their interest, be entitled to receive 
from the treasury the amount of any overplus paid into the 
same under the provisions of this act: Provided, That so 
much of the fifty-sixth section of the general collection law 
of the second of March, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
nine, and the thirteenth section of the act of the thirtieth of 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-two, to provide revenue 
froin imports, and to change and modify existing laws impo- 
sing duties on imports, and for other purposes, as conflicts 
With the provisions of this act, shall be, and is hereby, repeal- 
ed, excepting that nothing contained in this act shall be con- 
strued to extend the time now prescribed by law for selling 
unclaimed goods: Provided, also, That all goods of a perish- 
able nature, and all gunpowder, fire-crackers, and explosive 
substances, deposited as aforesaid, shall be-sold forthwith. 
Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That any goods, when 
deposited in the public stores in the manner provided for in 


the foregoing section, may be withdrawn therefrom, and | 


transported to any other port of entry, under the restrictions 


provided for in the act of the 2d March, 1799, in respect to | 


tie transportation of goods, wares, and merchandise, from 
one collection district to another, to be exported with the 
benefit of drawback ; and the owner of such goods so to be 
Withdrawn for transportation shall give his bond with suffi- 


ae 





goods shall be fraudulently concealed in, or removed from, 


any public or private warehouse, the same shall be forfeited 
to the United States; and all persons convicted of fraudu- 


| lently concealing or removing such goods, or of aiding or 


abetting such concealment or removal, shall be liable to the 
same penalties which are now imposed for the fraudulent 
introduction of goods into the United States; and if any im- 
porter or proprietor of any warehoused goods, or any person 
in his employ, shall by any contrivance fraudulently open 
the warehouse, or shall gain access to the goods, except in the 
presence of the proper officer of the customs, acting in the 
execution of his duty, such importer or proprietor shall for- 
feit and pay, for every such offence, one thousand dollars. 
And any person convicted of altering, defacing, or obliter- 
ating any mark or marks which have been placed by any 
officer of the revenue on any package or packages of ware- 
housed goods, shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, 
five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the collectors of 
the several ports of the United States shall make quarterly 
reports to the Secretary of the Treasury, according to such 
general instructions as the said Secretary may give, of all 
goods which remain in the warehouses of their respective 
ports, specifying the quantity and description of the same ; 
which returns, or tables formed thereon, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall forthwith cause to be published in the 
principal papers of the city of Washington. 

Sec. 5. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to make, from 
time to time, such regulations, not inconsistent with the 
laws of the United States, as may be necessary to give full 
effect to the provisions of this act, and secure a just account- 
ability under the same; and it shall be the duty of the Sec 
retary to report such regulations to each succeeding session 
of Congress. 


The bill, having been read through, was taken 
up by sections. 

And the first section having been read, 

Mr. HILLIARD moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause thereof. 

Mr. H. said the subject was one to w hich he had 
given some thought; and he was ready to confess 
that his inclination had hitherto been to support 
some measure of this character; not this identical 
measure, however, for he thought there were seri- 
ous objections to it. More mature reflection, and 
a close observation of the course of legislation here, 
had brovght him to the determination to vote azainst 
the adoption of the scheme, at all events during the 


| present session of Congress. 


He had two reasons for this course. He thought 
that the Government would want immediately all 
the revenue which could be raised from duties on 
imports. It was obvious that this bill would greatly 
lessen the revenue to be thus derived. Engaged as 
we were inan expensive war—having just passed 
a new tariff bill reducing the rates of duties—if, 
upon the back of that, the present measure was 
adopted, it was manifest that our revenue would be 
materially lessened. 

He had another objection to the bill. He be- 
lieved that a sudden reduction of the duties on im- 
ports would cause the manufacturing interests of 
the country to undergo a severe ordeal. It was 
unlike the reduction which took place under the 
Compromise act. That was a gradual, this a sud- 
den change; and he, for his part, was not willing 
to lend his aid to any measure which might bring 
still greater calamities upon those interests than 
they must necessarily bear. 

Mr. H. then passed into an explanation of his 
views on the tariff system generally, vindicating 
his recent course and vote thereon; and expressing 
the opinion he had always entertained, that the 
tariff of 1842, under the peculiar circumstances of 
its adoption, was a patriotic measure, but a tem- 
porary one, needing revision, and containing many 
features that were objectionable, 

Mr. H. yielded for explanation to Mr. EWING, 
of Pennsylvania. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


The SPEAKER resumed the Chair informally 
to receive a message from the President of the 
United States, by the hands of J. K. Walker, Esq., 
his private secretary, informing the House that the 
President had approved and signed certain bills, 
and, amongst others, the bill to reduce the duty on 
imports and for other purposes. 


THE WAREHOUSE SYSTEM. 
The Chairman then resumed his seat in com- 


| mittee, 


cient sureties, in double the amount of the duties charge- || 


able on them, for the deposite of such goods in store in the 
portot entry to which they shall be destined, such bond to be 
ae a when the goods shall be re-deposited in store in the 
vided, That nothing contained in this section shal] be con- 
strued to extend the time during which goods may be kept 
Ml store after their original importation and entry beyond 
the term of one year. 


Sec. 3, dnd be it further enacted, That if any warehoused 


ion district to which they shall be transported: Pro- | 


Mr. TRUMAN SMITH obtained the floor, and 


| addressed the committee in re ly to remarks of the 
| gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hivuiarp,] and in 


vindication of the tariff of 1842, from the charge 
which (he said) that gentleman had made against 


it of being an immature, hasty, and inconsiderate 


measure. 7 
Mr. S. then went into some general remarks on 
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the operation of the tariff system generally, and 
incidentally in opposition to the bill before the 
committee. 

Mr. BAYLY, with no intention (he said) long 
to occupy the attention of the committee, and with- 
out any previous design of speaking at all, briefly 
proceeded in reply to Mr. Smizn, and to remarks 
thrown out in the other branch of Congress, to 
compare the circumstances under which the tariffs 
of 1842 and 1846 were passed respectively, show- 
ing that the latter stood in favorable contrast in re- 
gard to the thorough ordeal of deliberation and 
discussion which it underwent in both Houses of 
Congress. 

He referred to the deliberate notice we had had 
in the Senate, and from the Whig organs through- 
out the country, ofa panic that is to be rotten up 
on the subject of the tariff. There were many per- 
sons in his vicinity, and throughout his State, 
largely interested in manufacturing establishments. 
To them he wished to address a word of advice. 
He called upon them to take themselves out of the 
hands of politicians; and said he must have been 
very inattentive to the history of the times who 
did not see that this protective system has had its 
day. Did gentlemen expect to change this policy? 
What prospect had they of restoring the protective 
system at any time? The history of the past few 
years plainly showed that there was no disposition 
on the part of the great South and Southwest to 
alter this system. In the teeming West, the pro- 
cress of free principles had been most rapid and 
constant. Asto the middle States, they had gene- 
rally gone in opposition to them at this time; they 
could, therefore, look for no benefit from a change 
there. He therefore concluded that they were not 
to look ultimately to the establishment of this 
system. 

But if he was wrong, and a change was ulti- 
mately to take place, it must be long before it 
would be effected. He examined the probability 
of any repealing law passing this Congress at its 
next session. Gentlemen need flatter themselves 
with no idea that there would be enough members 
in the House at the next session to take the back 
track to accomplish it. As to the Senate, he would 
pledge himself for one State, that, before a bill 
could go from this House to the other, the most 
mandatory instructions would come up to one of 
their Senators to vote against any repeal of the 
law just passed. But suppose they succeeded, so 
far as Congress was concerned, in their attempt to 
resuscitate the protective principle of the act of 
1842, or those similar to it, what hope had they 
that the third department of the Government would 
ever allow it to become alaw? The President of 
the United States had taken the ground, that a 
tariff levied for protection, was in violation of the 
Constitution of the United States ; and what mem- 
ber here, who had been at all attentive to the course 
of the Executive, could for a moment believe that 
he would allow it to pass into a law during his 
Administration? It never could become a law; 
there was no chance. And he begged these man- 
ufacturers to look at the matter as business men, 
and not take the advice of selfish politicians, who 
are operating for mere political ion personal ends. 

He next glanced at the prospect of any action of 

the kind in the next Congress. In the Senate they 
would see a Republican occupying the place of a 
resent Whig from each of the States of Virginia, 
Michigan, and Maine, making a change of six 
votes; which, taken in connexion with the four 
votes from the two new States of Wisconsin and 
Iowa, would make ten votes more in that body 
against this restrictive system. But he showed 
that the protection afforded by this bill was 50 per 
cent., viz: 30 per cent. duty, about 7} transporta- 
tion, and 124 merchants’ profits. If manufactures 
could not live under this protection, the country 
evidently was not ripe for their introduction. But 
in proof that it was sufficient duty, he referred to 
the reduction of duties under the Compromise act, 
coming down, after June, 1842, to 20 per cent., the 
denunciations of Mr. Webster and Mr. Davis 
against all attempts to repeal it, and especially to 
the fact, that under the existence of that act, and 
with no- better prospect before them than it held 
out, nearly one-half of the manufacturing estab- 
lishments in the country came into existence. 

From these facts he concluded that this panie 
which might be got up might derange business, 
might inflict some injury upon the country; but it 


i, would produce no more effect, as far as changing 
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the policy of the party to which he belonged was 
concerned, than the pamic of 1834 did in changing 
policy upon the question of a Bank of the 
United State The manufacturers might put their 


funds into the hands of politicians to be squander- 


they 


i: they might allow themselves to be used by pol- 
for their selfish purposes; but he told them 
if would be it 
' : 


ithe 
finitely better for them to accommo- 


date themselves to what he believed was now the fix- 


ed poucy of the country, than to enter mito useless 


] 


7 . , . 1 rgye 
enor for the premature repeal of the law. They 


would get no repeal this Congress. As to the next 
Congr there an al lute certainty that the 
marority im the nate would be greatly increased; 
and he belreved it would be in this Ho And 

wonanew cen would be taken, which would 
add many free-trade advocates from the West. He 
called upon the m inufacturers, then, to adjust their 
business to the settled policy of the country; and 
not join in this miserable attempt to get upa panic, 
which would prove a fatlure, a ridiculous failure. 

Vir. PAYNE rose not (he said) to make aspeech, 
buta few remarks with reference to the most extra- 


ordinary course taken towards the taniff bill, which 
} ion to congratulate the country had 
law of the land. Notwithstand- 
mg it had been passed by a majority of 
the levislature. 


ne took occa 


WwW become the 
both 
branches of —notwithstandine the 
voice of the people was fairly « xgrre iS d In Its pas- 
-before it had President 
even, we heard raised the ery of **Repeal, repeal !”’ 
Why not, instead of condemning it in advance, 
rive ita fair trial? 

ble vindieated 
from the mitu *k 
tariff bill; paid a high and a warm tribute to the 
purity, disinterestednes 
of purpose 
favor of the | 
tempt which 
well fee 


sat been sent to thie 


his collearue [Mr 


course 


Hiniiarp) 


made upon his upon the 
patriotism, and honesty 
vote had been cast in 
sed the 
he felt, and which his 
], at such attacks and 


ifthe Whi 


of the machine labor of this 


vith which his 
nil, and expr scorn and con- 
. ) | 

colieacue might 
ittempts to re ad him 
out repre#entatives 


They would 


pon the authors, 


party, made by the 
country. 
but would recoil u 


hould, 


avail nothine, 
if carried further. 
Interruptions 


us they justly 
He 


on a point of orde r, to re fer to the 


next proceeded, amid many 


Attar ks made 
upon this revenue bill in the other end of the Capi- 
tol, and to the positions there taken by certain Ope 
Le instructions to the 
on its ulin that body, moved 
by Mr. Ciayron, and referred to the creat objec- 
tion taken to it by Mr. Wensrer, that it laid 
a duty on the ** raw material.’’ Mr. P. had always 
said that the policy of the protective party was ‘to 
but 
he did not expect such a proposition to be submit 
ted by a distinen! leader of that party, and 
sustained by such of his associates as Danie, Wrs- 
STER, Joun Davis, and others. The 
was submitted to the agriculturists; the 


ponents of it. read the 


committee compuutt 


project machine labor, not agricultural labor; 


head 


proposition 
demand 
was made that the duties imposed by the law of 
i846 on the raw materials of their production 
should be taken off for the benefit of the manufac- 
turers. What were these raw materials? Hemp: 
what say you gentiemen of the valley of the West 
(he asked) to have the duty taken off your hemp ? 
I'lax, alsa, and wool—an article in which Vermont, 
New York, Ohio, and various other States, were 
deeply interested; and here is the objection made 
to this bill, that it lays a duty on wool; and it is 
contended that all prot ction shall be taken from it, 
for the sole and exclusive purpose of giving enor- 
mous advantages and profits to the manufacturing 
interests, 

In refutation of the position of Mr. Wesster, 
that the law just passed ts not a “ Democratic”’ 
law, he read a list of articles exhibiting the com- 
parative duties under the law of i842 and that now 
showipe a laree increase under the latter 
on wipes of various kinds, fine silks, &c., and a 
reduction on cotton and woollen manufactures, 
iron utensils, chains, anvils, hammers, &c.—all 
exhibiting the fact (he said) that while the present 
bill increased. the duties on articles of taste and 
luxurv, used by the rich, it reduced it 
of necessitv, consumed by the laboring classes. 
And (he asked) if, according to Mr. Wensrer’s 
definition of tariff, the present 
law did not stand immeasurably superior to that 
of 1842, which imposed the least duty on articles 
of luxury, and which dis against the 


reat mas 


passe d, 


on articles 


* Democratic 


riminated 
ses of the country for the benefit of the 
manufacturers ? 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


He proceeded at some length further to vindicate 
the principles of this law, and of the system of 
revenue duties generally, and to exhibit its benefits 
to the agricultural and laboring classes, in contrast 
with the great oppression experienced by them of 


late years under the protective system. He urged 
the justice of fairly testing this law, and ridiculed 
the c y of * Repe al’? raised against it in advance— 
acry not oniy nonsensical, but as discordant as 
the celebrated cry of ** Beef! beef!’ in the Rev- 
olution by one who cared more for a miserable 
pecuniary compensation than for the brilliant vic- 
tories and glory of his country. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, spoke at 
some length in opposition to the tariff just passed, 
which he styled a British measure, calculated to 
protect British manufactures and interests at the 
expense of those of our own country. He should 
ro home to advocate the forming of home leagues 
by the people, and the getting them to pledge 
themselves teetotally to abstinence from the con- | 
sumption of foreign goods, 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Maryland, obtained the 
floor, and yielded to a motion that the conimittee 
rise; Which prevailingz— 


‘The committee rose, 
And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, -Jugust 1, 1846. 

ATCHISON presented two petitions of 
ns of Missouri, praying the establishment of 
a mail-route from ‘Tully to Lancaster, in that 
State; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the memorial of Edward 
D. ‘Tippett, praying the aid of Government to en- 
able him to completea model of an improved steam- 
engine, Which he was engaged in constructing, but 
compelled to abandon for want of the necessary 
means; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented a communication ad- 
dressed to him by Samuel R. Knox, a lieutenant 
in the navy of the United States, relative to the 
harbor at the mouth of the Columbia river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BEN'TON also, from the committee of con- 
ference, in relation to the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses of Congress on the army appropria- 
tion bill, reported that they have met the conferees 
on the part of the House, and after free and full 
discussion on the subject of said disagreeing votes, 
have been unable to come to an agreement on the 
They therefore recommend that the Senate 
adhere to its amendments to said bill disagreed to 
by the House, and to its disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate. . 

Mr. B. moved that the above report be concur- 
red in; Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported an act to authorize the issuing of a new 
register for the American barque Pons, of Phila- 
delphia, by the name of the ** Cordelia;’’ which 
was-read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, submit- 
ted an adverse report upon the House bill for the 
relief of Joseph Curwen, surviving partner of 
Wilbur & Curwen, and recommending that its 
consideration be postponed indefinitely; which was 
arreed to. 

Mr. D. further, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, asked that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the House act for 
the relief of William B. Lang, and that it be refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Oilice and Post Roads, reported, without amend- 
ment, the House bill for the relief of Shelden B. 
Hayes. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, reported, with- 
out amendment, the House bill supplementary to 
the act passed on the 20th day of February, 1346, 
enutied **An act to enlarge the powers of the seve- 
ral Orphans’ Courts held in a for the District of 
Columbuia.’’ 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, the Senate took 
up the bill for the relief of Abraham Horback; 
which was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

‘The PRESIDENT announced the special order |, 


CiulZze 


Same, 





Aug. 1, 


of the day to be ** the (House) bill to ds fine 


boundaries of the State of Iowa, and to rene.) ae | 
much of the act of the 3d March, 1845, as re! ; 

to the boundaries of lowa;’? which was then , 

sidered as in committee of the whole, reported , ' 

the Senate without amendment, ordered to 9 p51 

reading, and, by unanimous consent, read a1 ed 


time, and passed. 

Mr. CASS moved that the Senate proceed to ¢ 
consideration of the Senate * bill to establish a pew 
land office in the northern part of Michican, a ’ 
to provide for the sale of mineral lands in the Stare 
of Michigan and Territory of Wisconsin,’’ 

Mr. WEBSTER said that this was an impor: 
measure, and he hoped it would be taken wy, 

The question was then taken upon the mot 
and it was agreed to. 

The bill thereupon was taken up, read a sec 
time, and considered as in committee of the whol, 

Mr. CASS made a brief explanation of the })\) 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved to fill a blank jp 
the bill with $1,500, as the salary of the land ase: 
provided for in the said bill; which was agreed to 

Mr. W. also moved to amend the fifth see; 
by inserting, after the words * La Pointe,” | 
words “including the islands of Lake Superior;’ 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BREESE submitted an additional sectioy 
providing a mode for the settlement of claims, 
which was adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate 
amended, the amendments were concurred in, thy 
bill ordered to a third reading, read a third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved the Se; 
ate to take up the bill to repeal the act of the 2d of 
March, 1837, entitled * An act concerning pilots, 
in order to make it the special order for twely 
o’clock on Monday next. 

Messrs. DAYTON and EVANS objected to 
making any more special orders at this late day o! 
the session. The bill would lead to a great deal of 
discussion. 

The question was then taken upon the motion, 
which was negatived—yeas 15, nays 38. 

A message was received from the House of Rep 
resentatives, announcing that said House had 
passed sundry private bills; also, the warehous: 
bill, with an amendment to the title. 

Also, announcing that the President of the Uni 
ted States had informed said House that he had 
signed and approved the bill to reduce the’ duties 
on imports and for other purposes. 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL TREASURY BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the better organization of the treas 
ury of the United States, &e. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that he should occupy th: 
attention of the Senate for but a few moments on 
the measure now before it. Before, however, be 
proceeded to do this, he felt it his duty to call the 
attention of the honorable Senator from Alabama 
{Mr. Lewis] and the other members of the Senat 
to what he saw stated in the official journal of the 


| last evening in regard to another matter which had 


lately received the action of the body. And he did 
so in order to prevent an erroncous Impression cet- 
ting into the community as to a matter of fact. Mr 
W. said he found in the Union the following para- 
graph: 


* Much has been said of false invoices, as if the importer 
had only to falsify his invoice, and so pay under the ad valo 
rem system as little duty as he chose. The fact is, that the 
value of the goods taxed is to be settled, not by the nmporter 
invoice, but by competent and skilful appraisers. ‘They @r 
to appraise the goods at their actual market value in our por's 
—in New York or Philadelphia; not at Canton or at Manciv 
ter. In this point of view, the appraisers, whose business It 
will be to understand the state of our markets, will give onl) 
such regard to the importer’s invoice as it nay seem entitled 
to. They may, if they please, take the invoice as prima 
facie evidence of the actual cost of the goods, and so approx 
‘imately of their actual worth in our markets. But it is only 
prima facie evidence. The appraisers must value the goods 
upon their own judgment, afler all. Yet the importers 
obliged to present an invoice ; and one provision of the new 
law goes far towards making this invoice a true exponent 0! 
the value of the goods; forthe law provides that, if the value 
placed upon the goods by the importer on entering thei at 
the eustom-house is less by ten per cent. than the value at 
which they are subsequently appraised, then twenty per ceut. 
additional duty upon the appraised value is to be levied and 
collected.” 


Now, a more enormous error than this was never 
put forth to the world. The law of the land, as Jt 
now stood, required that the value fixed upon goods 
by the United States appraisers should be the value, 
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pot here, butat the place of exportation. This was 
fact which all business men well knew, and which 
che chairman of the Committee on Finance would 
jimself confirm. F 
“Mr. LEWIS here nodded assent. } 
Mr. W. said that persons who indulge them- | 
elves so much in remarks (not always very cour- 
sous) on the course of others, should be cautious | 
éect to understand subjects themselves; and here 
was an assertion of an alleged fact, while the very 
opposite Was true, 
‘But, not to detain the Senate longer on a matter | 
of this sort, he would now make an observation 
two on the bill now pending, and, as he pre- 
sumed, soon to become a law. 1" 
“Mr. W. had-always been opposed to this sys- 
tem of a “constitutional treasury,” or ‘ indepen- | 
dent treasury,”? or **sub-treasury,’? which was | 
the old name for it. The evils of such a system 
ve insurmountable, and of various kinds. But 
he should now briefly point out what he considered 
its evil consequences on the operation of the Gov- 
ernment, Without adverting to its effect on the | 
ceneral business of the country. He should pre- 
fie what he had to say with a very short history 
ofthisscheme. Owing toan unhappy controversy 
between a former President of the Union and the 
late Bank of the United States, the custody of the 
national deposites was withdrawn from the Nation- | 
al Bank and committed to certain selected State | 
banks. As soon as the money was deposited in 
their vaults, the then Secretary of the Treasury 
(Mr. Taney) instructed the directors of those | 
banks to be very free and liberal in making dis- 
counts to merchants on the money in their vaults. 
The banks complied with this order, and the result 
was, that in 1837 they generally stopped payment. 
In consequence of this state of things, President 
Van Buren called a special session of Congress 
in September, 1837, and this project of the inde- 
pendent treasury was then brought forward for 
the first time. It failed, however, at that time, | 
and again at a subsequent Congress; but in 1840 
it passed into a law. Such, however, was found | 
to be its practical working, that it was not suffered 
tocontinue in operation a year, but was repealed 
in 1841. 
Now, there might have been at least some plau- 
sible reason for resorting to a new system in the | 
keeping of the public treasure in 1837, for the Na- 
tional Bank had ceased to exist, and the State 
banks had all broken down. The public money | 
must be kept somewhere, and the Government 
thereupon resolved ‘to try the untried experi- 
ment” of keeping the public funds in vaults of its 
own. For the last five years we had been under 
a system of which this formed no part. Now, the 
first question (said Mr. W.) which I wish to put 
to gentlemen who advocate this bill is this: Do 
they not all admit that the public moneys are now 
safe? Do they harbor any fear that there will be | 
public defaleations? Is there any apprehension of 
the loss of the public treasure if this bill shall not 
be adopted? For my own part I think the public 
deposites are perfectly safe where they are. The | 
banks with whom they are intrusted have given 
us the most ample security, and that security for 
the most part is in stocks of the United States. If 
our own stock is adequate security, then the banks 
are in fact for the most part creditors of the United 
States, instead of being its debtors. They hold | 
more of our stock than they do of our funds. | 
Under such circumstances none ean say that the 
public money is unsafe, and no danger, therefore, 
will be incurred in that respect from the vostpone- 
ment or even the rejection of this bill. he banks ! 
have acted with very great prudence and propriety; | 
they have not indulged in any excess of discounts; 
but feeling the res onsibility wnder which they 
were placed, they have acted properly and pru- | 
dently, and have ever been ready to accommodate 
the Government in any manner not inconsistent 
with their duty to the stockholders and to the coun- 
try. If gentlemen admit that the condition of the | 
public money is at present as safe as we can make 
it, then what is the benefit which they seek from 
this bill, or where is the necessity of passing it? 
._ Now, considering it as a measure of the Admin- 
istration, it appears to me that it is likely, instead 
of proving any benefit to the Government, only to 
arrest or thwart the operations of the treasury. | 
_° te itis most clear that the bill will become in | 
i's practical effect a clog onthe Administration. I | 
relér gentlemen to the twenty-first and twenty- | 
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second sections of the bill as it now stands. Let 
them examine the probable working of these por- 
tions of the law, and then say whether the bill will 
not prove not only no assistance to the fiscal opera- 
tion of the Government, but, on the contrary, a 
great embarrassment. 

I can readily understand that if the amendments 
which were proposed to the twe nty-first section 
had prevailed, much facility might have resulted 
to the treasury from the use of treasury drafts, 
and placed in the hands of disbursing officers to be 
paid out to the creditors of the Government. But 
the Senate, by a larve majority, rejected those 
amendments. But now the bill subtracts from the 
facility which would otherwise have attended the 
ope ration of these treasury dratts. As the law now 
stands, if a man comes to the treasury with a de- 
mand for money, he gets a draft or order to the 
amount, which he endorses, and which is then a 
transferable security, and may pass through as 
many hands as may be necessary or convenient to 
the holders, and may be kept out just as long as 
they please. There is an unrestricted circulation 
of this treasury draft, and it is transferable with- 
out any further endorsement. But here, under 
this bill, it is made the duty of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury to hasten the presentation of all such 
drafis, and to prescribe a time within which they 
shall be presented and paid. If the place of pay- 
ment be near at hand, then they are to be presented 
immediately, and not to be kept or left outstanding. 
The amendment made here was just the reverse of 


the bill. The House bill foes to restrain the cir- 


culation of the drafts; our proposition gives it 


greater facilities. ‘The purposes of the two are in 
open hostility to each other. It is clear that if the 
bill shall stand as it now is, instead of being of any 
use to the treasury, it will operate as a downright 
restraint on facilities which it would otherwise 
enjoy. 

Confining my r marks altogether to the charac- 
ter of this bill, considered as an Administratian 
measure, I proce d, on the other hand, to conside r 
what will be the disadvantages to the Government 
from its becoming a law. 1 go on the supposition 
that the bill is to be executed, not evaded: and I say 
that, if the specie payments which it enjoins, are re- 
quired bona fide, it will operate as a great embarrass- 
ment to the Government, should it be brought into 
circumstances when it would be necessary to nevo- 
tiate a loan. ‘There is authority for a loan now, 
and the Government has its option between such a 
measure and the issue of treasury notes. But if 
this law shail be carried out, no loan will be possi- 
ble. And why not? Because the law will demand 
that eight or ten millions of dollars in hard specie 
shall be withdrawn from all the purposes of so- 
ciety, some four or five millions of it being locked 
up in Government chests and vaults, and some four 
or five millions more being constantly in transitu, 
as the expenses of the Government may require. 
Then, if the Government wants a loan, how is it to 
be got?) The practical mode at present pursued is 
this: some large banking-house takes, for exam- 
ple, two millions of the Government loan. But 
this man cannot advance the cash till he finds banks 
who are willing to take the United States stock 
and advance him a temporary loan upon it, until, 
to use the business phrase, he shall be able to 
‘‘ place the money;”’ that is, shall be able to find 
persons who will take the stock with a view to 
hold it and receive interest upon it. This is the 
mode now pursued; but what will be the condi- 
tion of the banks who may be asked by him to 
advance money upon stock after this bill shall 
have become alaw? How can they possibly do 
it? The sum they agree to advance must be paid 
in gold and silver, taken at the instant out of their 


own vaults and carried across the street to be lock-. 


ed upin the vaults of some Government depository. 
If the bullion remained with the banks, and a 
credit on their books was all that was required, 
then they might do it; but the specie is instantly 
called for, and is so much deducted from the basis 
of their circulation. Their customers will not 
agree to it, their directors will not agree to it, 
their stockholders will not agree to it. I Bay, 
therefore, if this law is not evaded, but is obeyed 
bona fide, any contraction of a Government loan 
must be out of the question. I put that fact to 
any man acquainted with business, and ask if he 
can gainsay it. 


I do not mean to go at any length into the em- | 


barrassments ghich this bill must inflict on the 


mereantile community; but there is one so obvious 
and prominent, that [ cannot forbear mentioning it 
as in connexion with another bill which we have 
recently passed. Those whoa expect an adequ ite 
revenue under the new tariil law look of course for 
largely augmented importations, and the y expect 
that the duties on these import Luons are to be pad, 
This bill says they are to be paid in gold and sil- 
ver, and IL ask, where is the my orter to eet his 
money? ‘The ordinary way is to go toa bank, and 
say to the directors or the pre sident, l have five 
thousand dollars of duties to pay to-day: the banks, 
knowme that he is about to ente r his enods, and 
that they shall inmediately ret the money back 
from the custom-house, make no difficulty: but if 
they knew that the money, instead of coming back 
into their vaults, is to be lugeed off in specie and 
locked up in a Government vault, and that so much 
is to be taken from the basis of their circulation, 
will not be quite so ready to accommodate; and 
even the appre hension ofa difficulty of this kind is, 
in the matter of credit and advances, more than half 
as bad as the thing itself. ‘The apprehended evil is 
as much against a disposition in the banks to ad 
vance as the evil itself. 

lL avree, indeed, that the severity of the pressure 
will be mitigated by the use of treasury notes 
long as those treasury notes remain in circulation; 
and, therefore, I say that gentlemen may be as- 


, so 


sured of one thine: if this sub-treasurv system is 
to be adopted, the system of treasury not: 8 will be 
coeval with it in duration. As lone as the one 
stands the other must be resorted to; for the law 
would be altogether intolerable without such a re- 
lief. And here I say again, what I recently said 
on the subject of treasury notes, that I see no rea. 
son why treasury notes should not be issued at 
once. There seems to prevail an idea at the treas- 
ury that the Government should not issue its notes 
as long as it has a dollar in the trea sury, and that 
they must spend the six millions, or whatever 
other balance there may be there, betore any tre 
ury note is issued. It was my idea that the 
Government should issue notes while it had 
money under its keeping, and thereby the Govern- 
ment ‘miecht sustain its credit. But it seems that 
other notions have prevailed. Now, [ think that 
for the same reason that this bill will create em 
barrassment in regard to a loan, it will create the 
same embarrassment in relation to treasury notes, 
because it will cast discredit generally upon al! 
securities issued by the Government. 

And now I will call the attention of the Senate to 
the condition of things as they at present exist, 
and as they will be. I suppose the warehousing 
bill is destined to pass into alaw. The new tari 
has become a law, and it has reduced the duties 
to be impos« d. Of course the imports for this and 
for the next quarter will be very limited. Men 
will either not bring in goods at al] now, or only 
for the purpose of taking them out to ret the be ne- 
fit of the drawback, and not to enter them in pay- 
ment of duty. The receipts, therefore, must he 
very small. ‘There is another reason why this will 
fall below the ordinary amount. ‘There is in the 
country a large quantity of goods which have been 
brought in, but not consumed. These will be re- 
exported for drawback, and stored in some neigh- 
boring port until the tariff law goes into effect, 
and then they will be re-imported. All this must 
create a serious loss to the treasury. And then, 
notwithstanding this, and notwithstanding that 
another large amount of goods which had been 
warehoused will on the Ist of December be taken 
out and entered for duty; and as the articles 
exported for debenture will be returning soon 
after, the probable receipts of the quarter com- 
mencing on the Ist of January must be very large. 
Yet, L say, notwithstanding this—that is, the very 
time when this law begins to demand that all du- 
ties shall be paid in specie—just at that time, when 
the amount of importation Is at the highest point 
in the whole year, this demand for gold and silver 
meets the importing merchant in the face. Do not 
ventlemen see how serious an inconvenience must 
be inflicted by such a conjuncture as this? It is 
plain that the Government can get no loan at such 
atime. It will be as much as the banks can do to 
stand the call that will be made upon therm for 
specie by their own customers, especially if the 
importations shall be anything like what is caleu- 
lated by the Secretary of the Treasury. And the 

srospect of such a demand, the knowledge before- 
aad that it may come, will act as strongly against 
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the possibility of a loan as the fact itself. In the 
certain prosye ct that their specie will be called for, 
to be locked up in Government vaults even for a 
short time, will induce the banks to curtail their 
discounts, and must be productive of very great 
embar issment, both public and private. 

I say in all seriousness that this should be en- 
titled ** A bill to embarrass the treasury in the dis- 
bursement of the public money.’’ Here will be 
both the tariff and the sub-treasury coming into 
pra tical ope ration at one time, Is not one of them 
‘Then we are under 
ure of a public war—a war of which none 
can see the end; and it is under these circumstances 


cnougch to cope with at once? 
the pres 


that we have ventured upon an entire change in the 
collection of revenue, and adopted a system wholly 
untried, Is it sary, on the top of this, to 
introduce new and untried system in the 
disbursement of our revenue ? 
A new system of collection anda 
new system of disbursement? Is this prudent? 
But as [ promised when I rose to detain the 
Senate but for a few minutes, I will not do more 
two to the 


neces 
another 
Must we have more 
experiments: 


than put a que sion or 
side. 


rentlemen on 
OuLeT 

Will any man say that the public moneys are 
now unsafe? Does any man apprehend that they 


are likely to be lost?) (After a pause.] Nobody 
will say so. 
[ put to rentlemen another question. Is there 


any gentleman here who will say that he believes 
that this law will give any new to the 
Government? [Mr. W. 
there is, I should like to hear his voice. I shall be 
ereatly oblige d to him to Say so now, and not to 


facilities 


an wer the interroratory only by crying “Say , on 


of this bill.” I greatly fear that [ shall 


the pas we 


not hear any other affirmative reply. I doubt if 
there is one gentleman who will or can answer 
either of these questions in the affirmative. On the 


contrary, I leave it to those who are connected with 
the Administration, and who, from their position, 
live in habits of daily intercourse with those who 
conduct the Government, to say whether it is not 
their own candid opinion that ‘this bill—Admin- 
istration bill though it be—will not prove a help, 
but rather a hinderance to them in the administra- 
tion of our fiscal concerns ? 

The operation of this law on the commercial 
community, its strange un-American character, 
have been so fully ex pose d by the honorable Sen- 
ators from Maine and Connecticut [Mr. Evans and 
Mr. Hounrineron] that I will not now enter on 
that part of the subject. I frankly confess that I 
never did expect that this sub-treasury scheme 
would ever be revived. I had heard of ** Polk, 
Dallas, and the tariff of °42,” but I really never did 
expect to hear of * Polk, Dallas, and the old dead 
sub-treasut * Reg 

I would move to postpone the further consid- 
eration of this bill to the next Congress but that I 
do not wish to be voted down. I will therefore 
simply throw out the suggestion that it will be for 
the advantave, both of the Government and the 
eople, that it should be so postponed. 

Mr. NILES addressed the Senate in favor of 
the bill; and the debate was further continued by 
Messrs. EVANS, HUNTINGTON, and SIM- 
MONS, against it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had formerly expressed 
his opinion on this subject, and it was sufficient 
now to say that his opinion remained unchanged. 
When he was up before he had fully expressed 
his views; time and reflection had only confirmed 
them. He was fully aware that it was at all times 
a very delicate process to separate the Government 
from the banks, and it was especially so in a time of 
- war. ‘It was under that impression that he should 
not have objected to the postponement of the pres- 
ent bill if such had been the desire of his political 
friends; but such was not their desire, and he be- 
lieved that, in time of war, the process might be 
gone through with. It was under this impression 
that his friends had thought proper, contrary to 
his views, to put a restriction on the use of treas- 
ury drafts. He thought that was hazardous, even 
in time of peace; it was still more so in war; it 
mist increase the difficulty greatly; yet he trusted 
the measure would go into effect. As he was en- 
tirely sincere in believing that the bill, if it became 
a law, would prove a great benefit to the country, 
and especially to the manufacturing interest, by 
preventing those expansions of bank issues which 
had always proved so injurious,and ruinous to the 


here paused again.] If 


country, he regretted that a just public opinion in 
regard to it should be put in peril, If the present 
war should continue for any time, he did not doubt 
the Government would be brought into great pe- 
cuniary difficulty, because we had not made the 
requisite previous financial preparations. Hence 
there must be great additional expense, and he 
feared that this would not be attributed to its 
proper cause, but that the odium would be cast 
where it was not deserved. Seeing that this meas- 
ure had been recommended by the President of the 
United States, he was more especially anxious to 
avoid a war, and peculiarly so at this time, because 
he knew it must have an injurious bearing on these 
important measures, Under this impression, he 
had done what he believed to be his duty towards 
avoiding both the Oregon and the Mexican war. It 
now remained for him to do his duty in regard to 
this bill. Ele wished that it should be put into 
operation in the best practicable mode, and he still 
hoped that it would go through successfully. Un- 
der these impressions, he should cheerfully give 
his vote for this bill. He trusted the war would 
speedy a termination as the honor 
of the country would admit, and if that should be 
the case, he had no fears of any reaction. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said that this sub-treasury 
> he ne Was 


be brought to as 


an old acquaintance in the Senate. 
‘The principle, that the Government must take care 
of itself, and leave the people to take care of them- 
selves, had been announced a good while ago, and 
that was precisely the principle of this bill. The 
maxim, in political economy, had been laid down 
by the President who first introduced this notable 
plan. He said that the people were in the habit 
of expecting too much from the Government; that 
it was 1 
itself, and that the people must take care of them- 
selves. This maxim had introduced the old sub- 
treasury bill, and after a severe struggle that bill 
became alaw. And what was the consequence ? 
The people, feeling its practical effect, adopted a 
mode of taking care of themselves which was the 
most effectual that could have been devised. They 
turned out the whole Administration, from the 
President downward. Now, said Mr. C., I had 
hoped that a lesson like this would have been re- 
membered, for that was the only sensible conse- 
quence that I ever knew to grow out of this sub- 
treasury scheme. The Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. Benton] has recently brought to light an- 
other admirable use of it, to which I was a stranger, 
and that was, that it enabled us to pay the poor 
Indians their annuities in depreciated funds. I 
think it will be admitted, that if any measure ever 
was rejected by the American people, it is this 
very sub-treasury scheme. I do not call it the inde- 
pendent treasury; I call it the sub-treasury; and I 
want its old name retained, that the people may 
know that it is the same thing which was forced 
upon their necks once before, and which they very 
quickly broke to fragments. The object of this 
bill, in technical language, in cabalistic phraseol- 
ogy, is, to **divorce the Government from the 
banks.’’ Its true object is, to divorce the people 
from their Government. When this was tried the 
last time, the people did not bear it very well, and 


the duty of the Gevernment to take care of 
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the result was, that the Government was divorced ! 


from the people! And [ really mustsay, thatI cannot 


but admire the courage and perseverance of gentle- | 


men in bringing forward the scheme again. There | 
is, however, I think, some little tremulousness. I | 
think I can see aslight wavering; but I do not wish | 
to detract from the exalted reputation of gentle- | 


men for moral courage. It is certainly very great, 
and if they choose to dare their fate, why, be it so. 
The people have already given judgment on this 
bill; if they have a mind to try it again, let them 
take the consequences. 


If experience will not | 


teach them, it is vain to try any other argument. | 


If argument could have Ceterred them, sure I am | 


that they would have been deterred, for argument 
has been used with unanswerable force. Yet their 
measure seems to bear a charmed life. It is the 
result of a party pledge. ‘The Baltimore Conven- 
tion announced to the world that such a law was 
to beyenacted, and I suppose the deed must be 
done. Now, political life is not very apt to make 
saints, but it has made a great many prophets; and 
it seems to me that one in the least gifted with 
prophetic vision may very safely predict, that the 
consequence of this, and of its kindred measures, 
will be now what it was in 1840. Gentlemen are 
rushing on their fate—bravely, | acknowledge. 
* 


Aug 





They confront danger, and bid defiance to dears), 
It is well. Let them go on, and renew those dis. 
tresses which the country has not yet foreotte, 
and the decision of the country will be what it wad 
then. The people will divorce them in short aes 
der. If it is divorce that you want, I venture ; 
predict your entire gratification. 

Why, sir, nothing was ever more ridiculous or 
contemptible than such a bill as this. The Seno. 
tor from Maine [Mr. Evans] was very anxious to 
be informed what was the legal condition of the 
public money when it was out of their vaults and 
safes, which this bill declares to be the Treasury 
of the United States. And there seems but oye 
way of providing an answer for his question; and 
that is, to declare that all the railroad cars, and a)| 
the steamboats, big and little, in which any of «), 
public money is transported, are also the Treasury 
of the United States. If the local presence of py})- 
lic money can make them the Treasury, they cey- 
tainly are as fully entitled to be so called as any 
safes or vaults which you can build, . 

It seems to me that, beside all the other effects 
of this bill which have been pointed out, one result 
of it will be that more than one-third of all the gold 
and silver in the country must pass through the 
hands of the Government on our Atlantic border, 
What will be the consequence of this? The ob. 
vious consequence must be, that in that district of 
the country will be the great demand for specie, 
and thither the specie must go to meet that de- 
mand. It will speedily vanish from all the inte- 
rior; not an eagle will remain there; they will all 
have taken wing for the Atlantic shores. How 
will our part of the country relieve itself from this 
scarcity of the precious metals? I cannot see; for, 
the cause being permanent, the drain will be as 
constant as the flow of our great waters. 

And, besides this, the public money in large 
amounts must remain shut up and totally uscless, 
The Secretary of the Treasury says that the Goy- 
ernment must always have four or five millions 
reserved in the Treasury to meet contingencies, 
What more? We know that the disbursements 
will not always exactly correspond with the col- 
lections. We have authorized the Government to 
issue twelve millions in treasury notes. They will 
help to augment the deposites in the treasury, and 
even by Government drafts the sum will be aug- 
mented to the utmost extent, as far as those dratis 
can be used. It is not, therefore, unsafe to say 
that there will be not less than ten or twelve mil- 
lions locked up in the sub-treasury. There may 
be vastly more; there cannot well be much less. 
However, I will not go into the matter further. It 
is an old subject, and one well understood. The 
bill must pass; there must be an upper as well as 
a nether millstone, or there can be no grinding. 
We have the tariff; we are to have the sub-treas- 
ury. All we can do is, to give the people warning 
that this is coming upon them, and then to shelter 
ourselves till the people shall decide whether the 
divorce of the people from the Government shall 
or shall not be answered by a divorce of the Gov- 
ernment from the people. 

The question was now taken on the passage of 
the bill, when it was decided by yeas and nays as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chil 
mers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, 
Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Stur- 
geon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—28. 

NAYS--Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cilley, John 
M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, 
Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Jonson ot 
Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, and 
Woodbridge—25. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BREESE expressed the hope that ghe Sen- 
ate would now take up the graduation bill. 

Mr. LEWIS said it was very important that 
the appropriation bills should be disposed of; and 


to 


| he hoped that the naval appropriation bill would 


be made the first business of the Senate. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. HANNEGAN expressed himself in favor 
of taking up the private calendar. There were, he 
said, a large number of private claims which should 
have been disposed of long since, and now there 


_ was a great probability that many of these honest 
| creditors of the Government, after having spent 


eight months in the city, in many cases at ali eX- 
pense nearly equalling the amount of their claims, 
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would be obliged to return to their homes without 
their cases being attended to by Congress, 
“Mr, DIX asked that the bills from the House, 
‘ieh were upon the table, be taken up with a 
w to their reference. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON opposed the taking up of 
the private calendar. The appropriation bills, 
without the passage of which the operations of the 
Governgent could not proceed, should be the first 
business. : 

The CHAIR announced the special order of the 
day to be the naval appropriation bill. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to postpone the spe- 
cial order, in order to take up the private calendar; 
which was lost, on a division—yeas 20 nays 25. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


_* 


wi 
vit 


he Senate now passed to the special order of 
the day, and took up the navy appropriation bill, 

The question being on an amendment moved by 
Mr. CamERON to an amendment of Mr. Evans, 
fixing the Salary of the clerk of the navy-yard at 
¢],200 instead of $1,500, when he performed the 
duty of clerk of the commandant, it was taken 
and carried in the affirmative. 

The bill was now reported to the Senate. 

An amendment, moved by Mr. DAVIS, respect- 
ing the navy hospital fund, was non-concurred in, 
because It had been inserted in another bill. 

The other amendments were all concurred in, 
except one by Mr. Maneum, which gave a retro- 
spective operation to that item of the bill which 
allowed passed midshipmen, when doing the duty 
of commanders, to receive commanders’ pay. The 
amendment carried back the operation of the bill 
to the first of June, 1844. 

Mr. MANGUM explained and defended the 
amendment, which was opposed by Mr. SEVIER. 

After a brief discussion, in which Messrs. MAN- 
GUM, SEVIER, ALLEN, WESTCOTT, and 
FAIRFIELD participated, the amendment was 
avreed to, 

“Mr. YULEE, by direction of the Naval Com- 
mittee, moved the insertion of an item appropria- 
ung $150,000 for the commencement of a dry- 
dock in the navy-yard at Pensacola. ’ 

Mr. CAMERON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by appropriating $100,000 towards the con- 
suction of a dry-dock at Philadelphia. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON advocated the motion of | 


Mr. CAMERON. 

Mr. MANGUM approved the object of con- 
structing a dock at Pensacola, but thought the 
state of the finances forbade it for the present. 

Mr. CASS advocated a dock at Pensacola as 
needed for the Gulf, but wanted to know of what 
kind it was to be. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said he should introducea pro- 
vision that the plan be left to the Navy Department. 

Mr. CAMERON assented to this arrangement 
so far as Philadelphia was concerned. 

Some further conversation took place between 
Messrs. R. JOHNSON, YULEE, FAIRFIELD, 
= aera as to the sort of dock to be pro- 
vided. 

Mr. EVANS thought that we should appropri- 
ate at this time for no public works but those of 
immediate and pressing necessity. He doubted 
the necessity of a dry-dock at Philadelphia, but 
should be in favor of a substantial stone dock at 


Pensacola as soon as the state of the treasury would 
render it proper. 


Mr. CAMERON warmly defended the claims of | 


Philadelphia. 


Mr. DAYTON wished the question left open as | 


to which side of the Delaware the dock at Phila- 
delphia should be constructed. 

Mr. BENTON warmly protested against the 
habits of legislation which were growing upon 
Congress, of dispensing with previous readings 
and the commitment of bills, and introducing im- 


portant amendments just before a bill passed, often | 


in the shape of an ill-considered proviso. 

Messrs. CAMERON and MANGUM reminded 
Mr. BENTON that the item for a dock at Pensa- 
cola had been fully considered in the Naval Com- 
mittee, and reported by its order. 

Mr. YULEE said that all the provisions for dry- 
docks had been introduced into appropriation bills, 
and not made the subject of independent legislation. 


A dry-dock was but an appendage to a navy-yard, | 


and did not require a separate bill. 


Mr. HANNEGAN concurred in the objections | 


urged by Mr. Evans and Mr. Benton. e had 


appropriated fifty millions this year already, and 
there were other bills yet to pass that would cover 
a million more. Where was the money to come 
from? There was an establishment at Memphis 
which he was told would require seven millions to 
complete. He had no objection to these appropria- 
tions but the want of money. 

The question being now put on Mr. Cameron’s 
amendment for a dry-dock at Philadeiphia, it was 
taken by yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 26, 
nays 26. 

There being a tie, the VICE PRESIDENT 
voted in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD now moved another amend- 
ment for an appropriation of $100,000 for a dry- 
dock at the navy-yard at Kittery, in Portsmouth 
harbor, New Hampshire, and supported his mo- 
tion by a eulogy on that excellent harbor, 

Mr. EVANS supported the amendment. 

Mr. YULEE opposed the amendment as un 
necessary, a fine dock at Charlestown, in Boston 
harbor, being so near. 

Messrs. ATHERTON and CILLEY briefly 
supported the amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, the 
amendment was rejected—yeas 2], nays 25. 

The VICE PRESIDENT now stated, that had 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] voted on 
the amendment for Philadelphia, there would have 
been no tie; and as he understood that gentleman 
would have voted in the affirmative, he wished his 
own casting vote to be considered as withdrawn. 

The Senate readily consented. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD now moved his amendment 
referring the question as to what species of docks 
should be built both at Philadelphia and Pensacola 
to the Navy Department, on the report of a scien- 
tific commission. 

Mr. YULEE opposed the amendment, and re- 
ferred to the frequent examinations which had 
been made, and the ample reports they had made. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD modified his amendment, 
leaving out the report of a commission. 

And in this form, after a brief conversation, it 
was agreed to—yeas 22, nays 19. 

Mr. YULEE now stated facts in favor of his 
amendment for Pensacola. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he should be in favor of 
a dock at Pensacola, but he could not go for two 
docks. 

Mr. WESTCOTT was in favor of both. 

The question then recurring on Mr. Yurer’s 
amendment, as already amended by Mr. Came- 
RON, it was decided by yeas and nays in the neg- 
ative: Yeas 22, nays 28. 

So both docks were rejected. 

Mr. YULEE now made another effort for Pen- 
sacola, by moving $100,000. 


Whereupon Mr. CAMERON moved $75,000 


for Philadelphia. 

Mr. Cameron’s was rejected without a count. 
Mr. Yuiee’s was rejected by yeas and nays: Yeas 
23, nays 24. 

Mr. LEWIS moved an amendment, empowering 


the President to have war steamers built on con- | 


tract elsewhere than at the navy yards, 
Mr. EVANS thought the change muck too im- 


portant to be hastily made; if pressed to-night he | 


should vote against it. 

Mr. LEWIS consented to withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

A motion was made to adjourn, and negatived. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved an additional section, 
appropriating $50,000, to enable the Secretary of 
|| the Navy to test inventions to facilitate the propul- 
|} sion of vessels, &c. 

Mr. EVANS and Mr. ALLEN opposed it, and 
it was negatived. 

Mr. LEWIS now renewed his amendment re- 
ii specting the construction of war steamers by con- 

tract; after a debate in which Messrs. LEWIS, 

FAIRFIELD, ATCHISON, and EVANS, took 

part, it was carried by yeas and nays: Yeas 23, 
| nays 18. 
| An item of $12,000 for repairs of the Sheer wharf 

in Boston harbor was inserted on motion of Mr. 
| FAIRFIELD. 

On his motion the item in the House bill to apply 

'| the appropriation for Memphis navy yard to the 

erection of a ropewalk was stricken out. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to strike out the 

item in the bill as it came from the House, which 

\| prohibited the spirit ration. 


| 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON earnestly remonstrated 
against this motion, and read a letter from a naval 
officer which stated the happy effects of dispensing 
with that ration on board a Government ship; 
though some, both of the officers and men, had 
been opposed to itat first, the results convinced 
every man on board, and they returned to port 
unanimous against the spirit ration. 

The question being put, Mr. Crirrexpen’s mo- 
tion was carried without a count. So the spirit 
ration was restored, 

Mr. ARCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
striking out the item fora ropew alk at Memphis. 

On this motion a debate of some le peth arose, in 
which Messrs. ARCHER, TURNEY, ATCHI- 
SON, PEARCE, and BREESE, took part, when 
it was carried: Yeas 21, nays 17. 

So the motion to strike out was reconsidered, and 
the section was retained in the bill. [It applies the 
appropriation originally intended for a dry-dock at 
Memphis to the erection of a rope walk, and was 
treated in debate as amounting to a determination 
that there should be no dry-dock there. Memphis 
is one thousand miles from the ocean. } 

After several minor amendments, which were 
rejected, the question was at length obtained on thé 
bill, when it was read a third, time and passed. 

And then the Senate adjourned, (a litte before 
six o'clock.) 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, elugust 1, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the special order of yesterday—the bull 
in relation to the warehousing system. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND offered a resolution pro- 
viding that all debate on the said bill, in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, should 
terminate this day at one o’clock. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. DANIEL moved to postpone the consider- 
ation of the special order. 

The SPEAKER said, the motion would not be 
in order pending the resolution of the gentleman 
from Michigan, [Mr. MeCvevianp.} 

Several voices: ** Let that resolution be adopted 
first.”’ 

Mr. DANIEL. With the permission of the 
House, I will state the object of the motion I de- 
sire to make. There are some bills on the private 
calendar which have been acted on by the Senate, 
and which ought to be acted on by this House. It 
may be that other bills will yet be acted on by the 
Senate, and sent to the House, which may occupy 
the next private bill day. ‘The bill now under dis- 
cussion, and to which the resolution of the gentleman 
from Michigan has reference, is properly a public 
bill; and, as such, it will be in order to take it up 
on Monday; but it will not be in order to take up 
the private calendar. If the resolution should not 
be adopted, I shall move that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the private calendar, with 
a view to take up such bills as have been acted on 
by the Senate. And, in order to effect that object, 
I shall move to postpone the consideration of the 
special order until Monday. 

I now move that the resolution be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. TIBBATTS indicated an amendment, which 
he desired to offer, but which was not now in or- 
der. 

And a brief conversation ensued between the 
SPEAKER and Mr. T., as to that gentleman’s 
rizht to the floor. 

“Mr. McCLELLAND asked the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay the resolution on the table, 
which were orderen ; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Atkinson, Bell, Biggs, Bowlin, 
Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Carroll, Catheart, Jonn 
G. Chapman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dillingham, Edsall, John H. Ewing, 
Foot, Graham, Grider, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Joseph Johnson, G. W. Jones, Thomas 
Butler King, Long, McGaughey, Mclivaine, Marsh, John P. 
Martin, Moseley, Payne, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, 
Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Sever- 
ance, Alexander D. Sims, Thomas Smith, St. John, Sykes, 
Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, Winthrop, and Woodward—M. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Blanchard, Boyd, 
Brodhead, Buffington, Wm. W. Campbell, John H. Camp 
bell, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Culver, Cummins, 
De Mott, Dixon, Dunlap, Erdman, Foster, Fries, Gentry, 
Giddings, Giles, Gordon, Hamlin, Haralson, Hopkins, Geo. 
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t 8. D 
H. Johuson 
{ Vin Ml 
Martin, Mi i 


Hubbard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, 
Daniel P. King, Praston King, Lewis, 
Clean, McClelland, MeCrate, MeKay, 
Morri Morse, Moulton, 
Parn Pernll, Perry, Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, 
J. A. Rockwell, Sawyer, Scammon, L. H. Sim 
; Smith, Caleb B. 
pilin Phompson, 


rih, Wieaton, 


bsarkle Owen, 
» Simpson, 
Smith, 
‘Thurman, 
Vhite, Wi 


Vibert Stanton, 
Tibbatts 
k, Williams, 


tion Was not laid on the table 


THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


The que tron recurrine’ on the 
resolution of Mr McCieuvanp, 
Vir. ASUMUN ealled for ut 


Ana tive j 


adoption of the 


read a 
Wine becn avalin read, 

vir. ASHIMUN moved toamend it, by providi ne 
that the sideration of the bill should | 
Hon should be sdenunied 
President approve d the river 


resolution h 
lurther con 
postponed until the 
whether or not the 
and harbor bill. 
SPEAI ud the motion was not ip or- 
RA'TELBUN moved to amend the resolution 
is to substttite the hou 
Thea idiment was 
Mr. TIBBATTS d 


ment providing 


of twelve for one. 
ugreed to. 
amend- 


tor the termination ot ci pate on the 


sired to move an 


l’rench spoliation bill. 
he amendment was 

‘ ! 

Pie resolution, as 


Oi mote 


notin order. 

then adopted, 
AND, the House 
; W hole on the 
of Virginia, in 
ideration of the 


amended, wae 
oof Mr. Lith. 
olved itself into Commiuttes 

of the Union, (Mr. 
and 


io amen 


Viet 
ot the 
Liorkins, 
resumed the 


chur, con 


an act entitled ‘An act to provide 
ve and modify 


unports and for 


jue from imports, and to chan 


hnposing cutie ; on 


CHAPMAN wa 


s entitled to the floor, 

ition of the tariff 
rene rally. 
muted to that 
realized, or that 


ystem 
thie | sults attril 
had 


f a desire on the 


HDpPonecnts been 


uy evidences 

for a change in that 
marks, he alluded to 
stion had been 
which preceded tine 
ive M url 


tiiat 


que 


strate, and 
rectally t hie Ise mmpre had been 


of Pennsylvani: 


sions 
made on the 
‘* Polk, Da 
Mr. Met 
the hour remaimin 
d ctions of Mr. 
housing syst 


tein, 


las. and the ‘Tariff of 1842.” 

LELLAND occupied the portion of 
for debate in areply to the ob- 
Sairn, of C 
and in a defen 


cticut, to the 


onne ware- 
ce of its provisions 
renerauly. 

"The h mur of twelve havin 
pr weeded to vote. ; 

Mr. SEAMAN committee 

tha view to move an extension of the time 

. He said that his colleague who sat 
(\ir. W. W. Camesetrt] and himself 
ed to vote for the bil, and were desi- 

; that an opportunity should be atlorded to ex- 

: believed many 
same. He hoped, 
the committee would rise, and the 
time fi v debate be extended. 

Mire WIN'PHROP said he united with his friend 
New York in the motion he 
for the reason given. He 
lo be 


rarrived, the committe¢ 


moved that the rise, 


allow- 


press their views upon it, and he 
other menrbers wished to do the 
theretore, that 
| 


xed tor ¢ in 


from had made, and 
was himself desirous 
ubject, and to give his views 
conseque ncees so 


trade and 


heard on the 
on a hiensure iVOIVED 


important to the 


crave 
and welfare of the 
country. 

Mr. JOSEP 
his desire for 
debate, and to be 
the bill before the 
neratived, 

Aud the question recurred on Mr, 
motion, made 
tion; when 

Mr. HILLIARD withdrew the motion. 

Mr. McCLEAN of Pennsylvania, 
amend the bill by adding the following: 

“+ And be i! further enacted, That from 
December, [4o, in heu of the duties now imposed by law 
articles herematler mentioned, there shall be levied, 
and paid, the following duties upon imports, that 


H R. INGERSOLL also expressed 
an extension of the time allowed for 
permiutt d to give his views upon 

committee, "The 


motuon was 


Hiimniarp’s 
yesterday, to strike out the first sec- 


moved to 


and after the Ist 


on the 
eotlecied, 
is TO say 

‘On iron in bars, blooms, bolts, pigs, rods, slabs, or 
ther form not otherwise provided tor, forty 


; 


per cent. ad 


preare of 


iby the cry of 
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* On castings or manufactures of iron, or of 
a component material of chief value 
reL.orTrecm. 

‘On coal, coke, 


rem. 


which iron is 
, forty-five per cent. ad 


and culm of coal, one hundred per cent. 


* On clothing, ready made, 


liats, be 


and wearing apparel of every 
its, shoes, caps, and all otler 
wholly or 


} 


deseription, and on 


, 
uticies worn by nie < Piero ip taee sng | 
in part by hand, filly per cent. 


' 

Mr. ASHMU 
by adding-the 

‘And that the 
of Congress be 

L, ost: Ayes 64, noes R6. 

"Lhe quest ion 
amendment. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved the following in place 
thereof: 


made 
ad r lo Te 

N moved to am a the amendment 
tollown 
new tariffa 
, and the same 


‘t passed at the prese ‘nt session 
is hereby repealed,’ 


recurred on Mr. McC iean’s 


“That the duti 
iron or hemp, and on es 
tured of hemp, and all 
reiain te 


iron, and all manu! 
tion and cotton-bagging, 

ubslitutes therefor, 
as those established by tie 
With a reduction oft thirty per cent. from the 
act, for and during the term ot ture 
December next; and 
tonal reduction ot tive 
to tuirty pore 
tained, 


‘Ss on Coal, 
manulac 

:all be and 
act of 1842, 
rates of sud 
years from and after the 
, afier that tine, au annual addi- 
ut., until the is reduced 
nt., anything here r act con- 
contu 


saline 


Isio 
per ee Sain 
norin apy oul 
ary notwilustandiig 


Myr. FOSTER: then moved the following, in 
han c of \ Mr. Met 


* And be ut f 
Darprort 


to the 


LEAN’s amendment: 
irther enacted, That the 
dirou and the mianutactures ot 
by the act of 3uth July, 1546, shall, im no 
ILinore than thinty per cent. below the duty 
Imposed by the act of Juth August, 1542.” 


reduction of duty on 

ron, coal, « oke, or 
culm of coal, made 
ca-e.t 
arlick 


on those 
Upon the prese ntation of each of the preceding 
amendments, a question of order was raised 
their relevancy, and the Chairman in each case 
decided that the amendments were in order. The 
bill was y connected with the revenue 
system; indeed, it was a part of the system; Its 
very ulle was to amend the act to provide revenue 
from imports, and to change and modify existing 
» duties on imports. 


iaAwWws IM posit 
t‘osrer’s amendment had been voted 


as to 


lntimately 


After 
upon— 

Vir. SAW YER rose to a question of order. He 
denied that this was a bill. It simply 
d for the storing of goods, 
aud had no such afhinity to the tariif of duties on 
imports as to make it a proper vehicle or bill upon 


revenue 


provide yarehousing or 


which to move amendments to regulate the rate of 


duties on importauons from fore ifn countries. 
The ttle was illusory, it was fallacious; it was not 
descriptive of the bill, and he would now formally 
any further amendments touching the 
tariff of duties generally, or the duties on any art- 
cle or class of articles. 

The CHAIRMAN decided against the point 


raised, for the given. 


Oy ct to 


reasons before 


Mr. SAWYER appealed; and the decision of 


the Chair was sustained by the committee. 

Mr. STEWART to add to Mr. Me- 
CLEAN’s ame following, which 
negatived: 


moved 
ndment the was 


* On all wines and foreig 
duty of one hundred perc 


n distilled spirits there shali be a 


ut. ad vulcrem.”? 


The question was then puton Mr. McCrean’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved the 
following, which was negatived: 

“‘.9nd be it further enacied, That on and aft 


r the first day 
of December next there shail be 


levied on all tea and cofiee 


imported into the United States a duty of twenty per cent. | 


ad valorem. 


Mr. BARRINGER moved to add to the bill the 
following section, which was negatived: 

“And be it further enact That from and after the first 
of December next salt shall be duty free.”” 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to add the following 
section, which was negatived: 

‘dnd he it further enacted, 
doth of August, 1542, 
tie act of 3d 
per centum on all drawback 
the Government, be, and the same are hereby, repealed.” 

Mr. SEAMAN moved the following, to come 
in at the close of the 3d section, which was nega- 
live d: 


That so much of the act of the 


** 2nd be it further enacted, That no goods shall be ware- 
housed or admitted into or al allowe d to remain in the public 
unless the importer, or other persons claiming to de- 
posite the same in any warehouse, shall first specify in any 
invoice of said goods deposited with the collector of the 
port, What portion of said goods are intended for exporta- 
tion, and also What portion are intended to be withdrawn 
for consumption. And that no goods shall be allowed to be 
withdrawn from any warehouse for exportation or ¢ onsuinp 
tion, unless so specified as aforesaid at the time of admit- 
ting the same to the warehouse; and that so much of ail 


stores, 


| 
| former 
| the same are hereby, repealed.” 


‘actures of 


and so much of the tenth section of 
March, 1845, as provide that two-and-a-half 
s shall be retained for the use of 


| accounts of 


Aug, 


acts heretofore passed inconsistent herewith } 


The Lill havine been gone through by secti 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, mov 
strike out the whole bill, after the enacting ¢| 
and to insert the following, which was nee 


“That such provisions of the act passed during th; 
ent session of Congress, entitied § An act to reduce th 
on imports, and for other purposes,’ as relates to theey 
housing of goods or depositiag the same in the public st 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed. And that the ty 
in force at the time of the passage of said act ii relation yy 
the depositing of goods in the public stores be revived aug 
continued in foree.”’ 


and 


pres 


The committee then rose 
“a amendment. 

. McCLELLAND moved the previ ous q 
tome which was ordered. 

And, under its operation, the question was put 
by yeas and nays on ordering the bill to a third 
reading, and it was carried in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. 


reported th 


Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson 
Bayly, Benton, Bigg, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, | rin 
ernoti, Brockenbrough, William G. Brown, Burt, Willian 
W. Campbell, Catheart, Augustus A, Chapmit 
Chapinan, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, 
Daniel, De Mott, Dromgoole, Duniap, Ellsworth, Far; 

Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grinne)), 
Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, 
Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, 
Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, 
J. H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Goo 

W. Jones, Kaufinan, Preston King, Thomas 
Lawrence, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClernand, McConnell, MeCrate, 
James MeDowell, McKay, John P. 
Miller, Morris, Morse, 


Reube 
\ 1 
Cullom, Cumm ns, 


sutler King 
MeCleila € 
Joseph J. McDowet!, 
Martin, Barkley Mart 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owe 
rish, Payne, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, 
Rhett, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seaman, § 
pon, Alex. D. Leonard H. Simpson, 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Jaco} 
Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Went 
worth, Wick, Williams, Winthrop, Wood, W oodruii, Wood 
ward, Woodworth, Yaneey, and Yost—117. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Quincey Adains, Arnold, Ashmu 
Barringer, Bell, Brodhead, Buftiington, John H. Cam 
Carroll, John G. Chapman, Cocke Cranston, Crozicr 
ver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Edsall, Erdman, John fi. | 
Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Graiian,, 
Grider, Hampton, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John VW 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Weib, Lewis, Ley 
Long, McClean, McGaughey, McHenry, Melivaine, Mai 
Moseley, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Ritter, Julius Rock 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Truman Smi 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, T 
deaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thon 
son, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, Whit 
Wright, and Young—22. 


So the bill was ordered to a third reading at this 
time; and having been read a third time, and the 
question being on its passage, 

Mr. MeCLELLAND demanded the previous 
que stion. 

There was a second. The main question was 
ordered; and, being taken, the bill was passed. 

The title was amended to read as follows: 


Sims, 


Subs, ‘Thomas 


An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide revenue 
from imports, and to change and modify existing laws im 
posing duties on imports, and for other purposes.”’ 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the bill had been passed, and 
demanded the previous question; under the opera- 
tion of which the vote was taken, and the motion 
to reconsider was rejected. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of Senate bills on the private 
calendar; but waived the motion to enable 

Mr. HUNGERFORD to report back, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, Senate bill No 
30, with amendments. 

The question then recurred on the 
Mr. Dante. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made an ineffectual attempt 
to take up the bill relating to the Madison Papers 
A motion to adjourn was made, and rejected. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of Senate bills on the private calendar. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed. 

A resolution for the relief of Putney and Rid- 
dle. 


An act to provide 


motion of 


for the final settlement of the 
ohn Crowell, late agent of the Creek 
Indians. 

An act for the relief of Ebenezer Ballard. 

An act for the relief of James Low. 


Mr. CATHCART, by leave, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, i to which was referred the 


' bill from the Senate entitled *‘An act for the relief 
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¢Tames Ervin and others, of Bele - report- 
ad the e same with an amendment: left upon the 
Cin iker’s table. 
“ane Senate bill for the rehef of Harriet Ward 
ame up on its third reading. 
“Spyeral motions to adjourn, &c., were made and 
rejected. 
"The reading of the report was called for and 
ected 
‘And the question being put, the House, by yeas 
¢9, nays 84, refused to hear the report. 
Mr. GORDON moved to lay the bill on the 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; 
and, being taken, were—yeas 36, nays 99. 
~ So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to a 
third re ading, 

Mr. S. ADAMS oppose ed it, and as a part of his 
speech sent to the Clerk’s table a report; which 
was read 

Mr. B R INKERHOFF demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded, 

“The main question was ordered; and, being 
taken, the bill was ordered to its third reading. 

On the passage of the ill no quorum voted. 

And, after some proceedings, 

The question was again taken, and the bill was 
passed. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

A message was received from the Senate inform- 
ing the House of the passage of this bill with cer- 
tain amendments. 

The amendments were referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, on motion of Mr. McKAY, 


and were ordered to be printed. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the fiseal year ending 30th June, 
1247, was received from the Senate, with a mes- 
sige setting forth that the conferees on the part 
of the Senate had met the conferees on the part 
of the House, and, after free and full discussion on 
{ 2 subject of said disagreeing votes, had been un- 
able to come to an agreement. ‘The conferees had, 
therefore, recomme nded to the Senate to adhere to 
iis amendments disagreed to by the House, and to 
its disavreement to the amendment of the House 
to the amendment of the Senate. And this report 
the Secretary notified the House that the Senate 
had agreed to. 

Mr. HeKAY, from the managers on the part 
of the HLlouse at the conference, then reported that 
they had been unable to come to any agreement 
with the managers on the part of the Senate, and 
recolmme nded— 

‘That the House further insist on its amendment to the 
first amendment of the Senate, and also insist upon its dis- 
agreement to the remaining amendment of the Senate, and 
sk another tree conference on the subject of the former 
onierence.”? 

ASHMUN said he wished it to be under- 
stood that this was not the report of the whole 
sangre of managers on the part of the House: it 

s the re port of the majority only. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was not in order to 
make this declaration. 

Mr. ASHMUN. It is in order. 

The SPEAKER stated the rule of proceeding in 
cases where committees of conference had been 
unable to agree, and in the case of an adherence 
on the part of one House; when 
Mr. ASHMUN moved that the House recede 
from its amendment to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate; as also from its disagreement to those amend- 
ments of the Senate to which the Senate have ad- 
hered., 

| The effect of this motion, if carried in the affirm- 
at a ’ : be finally to pass the bill.] 

. DROMGOOLE desired that the question 
* taken separately on receding on each pending 
amendment, saying there were some which he was 
disposed to,recede from, and others he would not. 

The SPEAKER said that the question was not 
susceptible of division, and must be taken asa 
Whole, and by a single vote; and explained the 
reasons which prevented the division, and referred 
to the Parliamentary Manual in support of the 
aec oe 

- DROMGOOLE would not assent to the 
dec C aang: and took an appeal. 


Che Speaker’s decision was sustained by a large 
majority. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then .asked to be excused 
from voting on the question to recede. His request 
Was eranted. 

And the question was taken on Mr. Asumun’s 
motion to recede; and it was negatived—Yeas 67, 
nays 69. 

A further conference was then asked by tl 
House of the Senate on the subje ct of the ann nd- 


ments to this bill: and mana 


OO 
i 


vers were ordere d to 
be appointed on the part of the Liouse. 

The amendments of the Senate to the sub-treas- 
ury bill were then taken up and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

And the House adjourned until Monday. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -lugust 3, 1846. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented petition of Wil- 
liam L. S. Dearing, asking remuneration for his 
expenses in fitting out a volunteer company to 
serve in the Seminole war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

The President laid before the Senate a report 
from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, made in coim- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate asking for 
information in relation to frauds committed upon 
the revenue by recent importations of sirup as mo- 
lasses from the West Indies; which was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted the following 
resolution; w hich was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate, at the next session 
of Coneress, a statement of the « xports from the 
United States of imported merchandise under the 
act of Congress approved March 3d, 1845, entitled 
“An act allowing a drawback upon for ign mer- 
chandise e xporte d in the original prec kaves to Chi- 
huahua and Santa Fé, in Mexico, and to 5 th Lrit- 
ish North Ame rican province s adjoining & the U rite d 
States, ae from the passage of said act to the 80th 
Septe aber. 1846, showing the amount of deben- 
tures paid, and distinguishing the ports or places 
in the adjoining provinces to which said exports 
have been made, and how much to each port or 
place, and the description of merchandise exported 
to each port or place. 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution; 
which was acreed to: 

Resolved, ‘Chat the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of estab- 
lishing in the State of Texas such Indian agencies 
as the situation of the Indian territory in that State 
may require. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed, as in committee of the whole, to the consider- 
ation of the House act to repeal an act entitled 
“An act a the relief of the Stockbridge tribe of 
Indians in the Territory of Wisconsin,” approved 
March 3d, 1843, and for other purposes; which 
was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Commitiee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back the bill for the relief of Abra- 
ham Horback, with an amendment. 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal represent- 
atives of John Beardon, deceased; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. A., further, from the same committee, to 


whom was referred the pe tition of the executor of 


Zephaniah Kingsle y, re ported the following reso- 
lution; which which was considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the petition of Kingsley B. Gibbs, 
executor of Zephaniah Kingsley, deceased, and 


the accompanying documents, be referred to the’ 


Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, to report thereon to the 
Senate, on the first day of the next session of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, asked that said committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of citizens of Ohio, for an increase of the 
pension allowed to Samuel Hall; Lydia Lord, 
widow of John Lord; Ann Dodd, widow of a rev- 
olutionary soldier; Sarah Overbagh, widow of Jer- 
emiah Overbagh; Maria Ostrander, widow of a 
revolutionary soldier; and Benjamin Watson; 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to — 1 was referred the House bill to 
protect the nig] ~ American citizens residing in 

: ‘ : “Oy ee 2 ae 
1e territory ot the U nited States west of the Rocky 


Mountains, reported it back with an amendment. 

Mr. W ESTCOT I’, from the Commuttee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill in relation to claims foi 
losses sustained by Indian depredations and other 
wise in the late Seminole war. 


Mir. W. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John G,. | ildw in, own rof 
the Spanish brig Gil Blas; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
Senate proceed d, as in committee of the whole, to 
the consideration of the ** bill to provide for the 
confirmation of certain settlement claims in the S 
Helena land district, in Loutsiana;’’ which was 
reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be encrossed for a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 

The act making appropriations for certain de 
fensive works of the United States for the year 
ending June 30, 1847, was read a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Aflatrs. 

The bill to amend act entitled * An act to 
provide revenue from Imports, and to change and 
modify existing laws imposing duties on import 
and for other purpose s,’’? was taken up, and the 
amendment made by the House of Repri sentauves 
to the title was coneurred in. 

‘The * bill to provide for the payment of the evi 
dences of public debt in certain cases,’’ which had 
been returned from the Hlouse with an amendment, 
was taken up for consideration, 

Ir. EVANS said that the amendment provided 
for the taking evidence in relation to the subject of 
the bill in ave ry loose, uns itisfactory manner, and 
he therefore m ive d that the Se nate disagree to the 
amendment by the House; which motion was 
adopted. 

The (Senate) bill granting a pension to Richard 
Elliott, which was returned from the House of 
Representatives, said Hlouse having resolved to 
insist on their amendment to said bill, was taken 
up for consideration; and, 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, it was ? 

ss That a committee of conference on the 
part of the Senate be ap pointed by the Chair, to 
confer witha similar committee of the other Hous 
upon the disagreeing votes. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said Tlouse had 
passed sundry private bills. 

Also, announcing that said Tfouse had resolved 
further to insist in its disagreement to certain ac 
tion of the Senate upoir the army appropriation 
bill, and asked a further conference in relation to 
the disagreeing votes. 

The army appropriation bill, just returned from 
the Hiouse, was then taken up for consideration. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved that another committee 
of conference be appointed by the Chair; which 
motion was agreed to. 


LAND GRADUATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to reduce 
and graduate the price of the public lands, and fo 
other purpose. 

Mr. SIMMONS moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the Committee on the Public Lands by 
inserting what the reporter could not hear, from 
the noise in the gallerv; but, after a debate, in 
which Messrs. BREESE, HUNTINGTON, 
CRITTENDEN, DAVIS, YULEE, SPEIGHT, 
JOHN M. CLAYTON, SIMMONS, and others, 
participated, on the subject of the ame ndment to 
the amendment of the House, which was to strike 
out the word “‘ twenty’’ from the first clause, and 
insert “ fifteen,’’ so that all lands or for sale 
for fifteen years or more on the Ist December, 
1846, shall be subject to entry at one dollar per 
acre, &c., Mr. Simmons’s amendment was ruled 
out of order , and the question was taken on agree- 
ing to the amendment of the Senate, to the amend- 
ment of the House, and it was dec ided as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, 





Diekinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of 


Louifiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, 
Turney, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Cameron, Cilley, Jolin 


ee cee 


(Pee 





¢ 
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M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Critte abe, Davie, 
Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Jobnson of 
Maryland, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 
Piecips, Simmons, and Upham—23. 

The 


was to strike 


second amendment proposed by the Senate 
out the second section of the bill as 
nded by the House, which says **that the 
of land which the President of the Uni- 
States shall hereafter proclaim and offer for 
ule in any one year shall not exceed three mil- 
‘lions of s,’’ and to insert a clause in lieu 
thereof, to the effect that, after the Ist December, 
1846, all land offered for sale for fifteen 
on the Ist of December, 1851, shall then be 
subject to and entry, in like manner 
like periods of five yei us: and that all pub- 
lands which shall have been offered for sale for 
fifteen years or more at the next succeeding period, 
any subs shall in like 
manner to graduation and entry at like periods of 
Provided, 


under the provisions of this 


Arne 
° quantity 
* ted 


‘ | 


acre 


years or 
mare 

i ‘ 
rrnauarion 
and at 
} 
iif 
ol one be 


equent subject 


nve yea an tho comeaatnals anmne? 
That no one 
hall be authorized to pure hase more than one 
tron at the lowest rate of fifty per acre. 

On thi tion the yeas and nays were demand- 


person, 
act, 
cents 
que 
ed, and it was 

¥Y EFAS—Messrs, Allen, Ashley, 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Col 
quilt, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, John 
Johnson of Maryland, Lewis, MeDutfie, 
Speight, Turney, Westcott, Wood 


Atchison, Atherton, Bag 


Dickinson, 
son of Louisiana, 
Rusk, §S vier, 
bridge. and Yulee wy 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, ¢ 
M. Clayton, Thos, Clayton, Corwin, 
Huntington, Mangum, Miller, 
Phelps, and Upham—1 


The 
ed, but 
nays 26. 

An amendment was offered 
COTT, but it did not prevail: 

After which the 


imple, Bi 


illey, John 
Evans, Greene, 


Niles, 


‘ameron, ¢ 
Dayton, 
Morehead, 


amendment of Mr. 
it was decided 


Simmons was then offer- 
in the negative: Yeas 22, 
by Mr. WEST- 
Yeas 17, nays 22. 

ane ndme wg were concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS moved to take up the bill to remit 
the aged orgtcr tad y iron, 

The m: —_ was advocated by Messrs. EVANS 
BERR N,CALHOUN, and others, and opposed 
by Mes DAYTON, MILLER, ALLEN, and 
others. 

The question havine been taken on the motion 

f Mr. Evans, it was decided in the aftirmative: 
Yeas 16, nays 13. 

The bil i was then passed. 

[Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States. ] 


duty 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC 


Mr. 


committee of 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


LEWIS, the Senate proceeded 
* the whole consideration 
** Bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic of Government for the 
the 30th day of June, 1847, and for 


aay 


On motion of 
as in to the 
of the 
expenses 
ve ur ending 
other purposes 

All the amendments of the committee were con- 
in; them having been further 
funie nded. 

Among thea 


committee, 


curred some of 


the Was one appropt lating $30,000 for 
the purchase of the two bridves over the Eastern 
Branch, in the city of Washington; these bridges 
to be toll free hereafter. 

This amendment, offered by Mr. REVERDY 
JOHNSON, was acreed to: A yes 22, noes 11. 

Mr. BEN'TON signified his intention of offering 
an amendment, and was about to submit it; when, 

On motion, it was laid over till to-morrow, and 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of Exe- 
cutive business. 

After a 
opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


short time so spent, the doors were 


[The following portion of the proceedings of the 
Senate of the 23d July should have been inserted 
on page 1132 of the Congressional Globe, imme- 
diately after the remarks of Mr. Cameron, and 
before those of Mr. Arnerton.] 

Mr. SEVIER briefly replied. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he was a Whig, so 

uled, but Democratic enoark to allow the people 
to decide these great questions, and to allow their 
voice to heard. He added a few remarks, 
alle ving deception on the part ¢ of the Democratic 
arty in the manner in which the question was 
nit to the people of Pennsylvania before the last 


10On. 


be 


lect 


decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


Pearce, 


imendments to the amendments of 


ie: JARN AGIN cane a fer ow re saan: in the | 
course of which he asked the Senator from Arkan- | 
sas if he understood the ‘* Kane letter’’ as embody- | 
ing Mr. Polk’s creed with regard to free trade? 

Mr. SEVIER replied that he regarded that letter | 
as the echo of James K. Polk’s political principles 
on free trade, which he had consistently advocated 
for years. 

Mr. WESTCOTT made a few remarks, and 
said if the people of Pennsylyania were so easily 
deceived as was alleged in relation to Mr. Polk’s 
views, he could place little confidence in memorials 
which might have been the result ofa panic cre- 
ated by Washington letters written by i ians, 
representing the tariff as a very horrib Je bill, which 
would ruin them. That might have been the origin 
of all these meetings and resolutions. “ery 

Mr. R. JOHNSON asked the gentleman from 
Arkansas if he believed that the ‘* Kane letter” 
was intended to satisfy the pe ople of Pennsylvania 
that Mr. Polk was in favor of free trade? 

Mr. SEVIER asked the Senator if he did not 
believe Mr. Polk was a free-trade man? 

M. JOHNSON. Not from the ** Kane letter.’’ 

Mr. SEVIER. It is as much a free trade letter 
as any speech he ever made was a free-trade 
speech. 

Mr. STURGEON then said that the democracy 
of Pennsylvania had never declared themselves 
free-trade men in the ordinary acceptation of that 
term. They regarded James K. Polk as a tariff 
man under the construction of the ** Kane letter.” 
Iie protested against the idea entertained on the 
side, that the presidential election in 
Pennsylvania had turned on the tariff que stion. 
Many other important questions entered into that 
struggle. As to Mr. Clay and the tariff, there was 
a time when the Senator from Massachusetts {Mr. 
Wesster] himself doubted the attachment of Mr. 
Clay to the tariff. The doctrine of Pennsylvania 
always had been what it was now—a tariff for 
revenue with incidental protection; and therefore 
they were opposed to the new bill, which would 
not raise adeguate revenue, and did not afford pro- 
tection. It was no time to reduce the tariff when 
the Government was borrowing ten millions every 
sixty days. 

Mr. SPEIGHT here moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

A division was called for, and the motion was 
negatived—yeas 21, nays 25. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON desired to know from 
the Senator from Pennsylvania whether he be- 
lieved that the State of Pennsylvania would have 
voted for Mr. Polk if it had been supposed that 
he would recommend the passage of such a bill as 
this? 

Mr. STURGEON replied that it was impossible 
for him to tell how a majority would have voted in 
such a case. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
ion. 

Mr. STURGEON. There are between three 
and four hundred thousand voters in Pennsylvania; 
how many would have voted for Mr. Polk under 
this view of the case, and how many would not, 
it is, of course, impossible for me to say. 

Mr. CLAYTON. ‘The honorable Senator will 
not give it as his opinion, then, that the State 
would have gone for Mr. Polk. I think the hon- | 
orable Senator right not to venture such an 
opinion. I think no intelligent man would venture 
such an opinion. There were undoubtedly other 
questions e ntering: into the presidential contest be- 
sides the tariff. But I think that no man knows 
better than the honorable Senator himself that it 
was upon this great and absorbing question chiefly 
that the election turned. 

Mr. ALLEN said it was not his custom to in- 
terfere with the course of debate generally, but he 
did think that a due regard to the business which | 


opposite 


I ask the gentleman’s opin- 


1s 


employ the brief remaining time of the session in 
some other way than in discussing this question | 
during the morning hours. He therefore made 
ita question of order whether this discussion should 
be allowed to continue. 

Mr. CLAYTON said the honorable Senator had 
certainly a right to raise the question of order, but 
his doing so indicated ve ry distinctly an indisposi- 
tion, an unwillingness that the question should be 
thoroughly discussed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, A question of 
order is raised by the Senator from Ohio, 
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i] 


| 


| side, and that is what I am about to do. 


Aug. 3, 


Mr. CLAYTON. I am as to the qu 
tion of order. There is no rule which prevents 
me from replying to remarks made on the 0 


les. 


her 
Be 8} ‘d 8, 

there i is a motion pending to refer these documey; 

to the Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated, in refer. 
ence to the question of order, that, upon the moti, n 
to refer the papers to the Committe € on Printine 
a pretty broad and discursive range of observations 
had been indulged in by the Senator from Arka. 
sas and others, by general acquiescence; and it « re 
tainly would not be interfered with by ga pre- 
siding officer unless he were overruled | ’ the 
Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON proceeded. He had no doyly 
that the Senator from Ohio and others upon 
side would be very glad to arrest the debate; | 
he did not feel disposed to indulge them. The 
Senator from Arkansas had seemed to treat ty 
petitions coming from the people of Pe nnsylvani 
asa joke. The Senator had said it was a very, 
very good joke, that every morning they had pray- 
ers ‘by the Chaplain, and then a sort of Rieeael 
dirze for the anticipated misfortunes of the coun. 
try. He did not know thaj they had any funeral! 
dirge, but they had been accustomed, and he hoped 
the custom would continue, to hear the prayers of 
the people. The honorable Senator did not seen 
to relish those prayers. 

Mr. SEVIER. They are quite amusing. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he thought the time was 
not very far distant when the honorable Senator 
would discover that there was something else than 
a joke i in all this. The Senator paraded his own 
opinion that Pennsylvania would vote the Demo- 
cratic ticket, free-tr: ade ticket and all, and seemed 
inclined to think that she would have done so in 
1844, even if she had known the course which the 
Administration was about to adopt. That wasa 
matter which, of course, could not be determined 
either by the honorable Senator or himself. But 
his wish was, that Pennsylvania should hear the 
opinion which had been expressed by the honor- 
able Senator, from one end of the State to the 
other. That there was wilful deception practised 
in regard to this matter, he had reason to know; 
and he believed that the Senators from Pennsylya- 
nia were perfectly well aware that this was the case. 
The people of that State were now holding mass 
meetings, and declaring that they had been de- 
ceived. Did Senators suppose that all this was a 
mere joke? Was it anything else than a down- 

right insult to the people of Pennsylvania to tell 
them that their representations were only a joke— 
only a matter of amusement to Senators 

There was no reason to doubt that Ries was a 
panic in Pennsylvania; not a Whig panic, buta 
Democratic panic, as the honorable Senator who 
presented these memorials had justly said; a panic 
which had arisen because their dearest interests 
were assailed. 

[Mr.C. produced various statistical tables, show- 


that 


a 


| ing the degree of interest which Pennsylvania had 


in the question of protection.] 

If the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania had 
any more jokes of a similar kind to indulge in 
to-morrow, he would be happy to hear them. He 
hoped the Senator would nat be deterred from 
amusing the Senate with them. And he must here 
be permitted to express his surprise’ at the manner 
in which the Senator from New Hampshire had 
introduced some tariff memorials this morning. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 3, 1846. 


The Journal of Saturday was read (in part) and 
i ed. 
fr. HUNT, of New York, (objections being 


| made,) moved to suspend the rales to enable him 
remained to be done required that they should || 


to offer the following joint resolution: 


A JOINT RESOLUTION to amend the Constitution of the 
United States. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Rarresataties s of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, (two-thirds 
of both Houses concurriag,) That the following amendment 
of the Constitution of the United States be proposed to the 
several States to be valid to all intents and purposes as part 


| of said Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of 


| three-fourths of the said States, viz: 


* No person shall be 
hereafter eligible to the office of President of the United 
States who shall have been previously elected to the said 
office, and who shall have accepted the same, or exercised 
the powers thereof.” “ The President shall not nominate 
or appoint to any offica, civil or military, any member of 
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either House of Congress, nor any person who shall have 
been amember of either House of Congress at any time 
during the official term of such President.” 

Mr. SEAMAN inquired if this was not resolu- 
tion day? eee 

The SPEAKER replied, it was by the rules of 
the House. 

Mr. SEAMAN. I hope the Speaker will pro- 
ceed to call the States in order for resolutions. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped not. There were 
important bills pending between the two Houses, 
which it was important to attend to. He was 
now instructed to report one from the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HUNT insisted upon his motion, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays thereon. 

The House refused to order the yeas and nays, 
and the question being taken, the rules were not 
suspended. 

So the resolution of Mr. Hunt was not received. 

On motion of Mr. DODGE, the report of the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, transmitting a commu- 
nication from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, in relation to certain moneys depos- 
ited with the late register of the land office at Fair- 
field, lowa, was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. ; 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. DODGE (Towa being first in order in the 
call for resolutions) offered the following, and de- 
manded the previous question thereon; 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be autho- 
rized and directed to pay out of the contingent fund 


to the officers, clerks, messengers, pages, and labor- | 


ers of this House, the same compensation that has 
been heretofore paid to the same persons in the 
Senate. 

Mr. McKAY objected to the resolution, and read 
a former law against it; and after further conversa- 
tion by Mr. ASHMUN and others, 

The question was taken on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, and the vote stood 
ayes 86, noes 24—no quorum voting. 

“Mr. WOODWORTH called for a re-count. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table, and asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. McHENRY called for the reading of the 
resolution; which was again read. 

Mr. ATKINSON suggested to the mover so to 
modify the resolution as to state what the compen- 
sation allowed by the Senate was, otherwise gen- 
tlemen would be voting in the dark. 


Mr. THOMAS SMITH. inquired if the resolu- | 


tion had been received ? 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution coming 
from the Territory of lowa was in order, this being 
resolution day. 

The question, ** Shall the resolution be laid on 


the table ?’? was then taken, and the vote stood yeas 


57, nays 91. 

So the resolution was not laid’on the table. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, 

Mr. BRODHEAD desired to offer an amend- 


ment, 


The SPEAKER said it was not in order pend- 


ing the demand for the previous question. 


The question was then taken on the demand for | 


the previous question, and there was a second. 
And the main question, on the adoption of the 
resolution, was ordered to be now taken. 


Mr. JACOB ‘THOMPSON asked the yeas and | 


nays, which were ordered. 
Mr. McKAY asked that the law might be read. 
Objected to.. 
‘The question, ** Shall the resolution be adopted ?”’ 
was then taken, and the vote stood yeas 75, nays 


~~ 


‘i. 
So the resolution was rejected. 


TREASURY DRAFTS. 
Mr. G. DAVIS asked leave to offer the follow- 


ing resolution; which was read for information: 
Resolved, That a select commiitee of five be ap- 
pointed to inquire whether the Treasury Depart- 
ment has not caused to be*stamped, in the form of 
bank notes or some other form, treasury drafts for 
various and small sums, and placed large amounts 
thereof in the hands of disbursing officers and other 


agents, to be used and paid out on account of the | 


Government as money; and that said committee 
have power to send for persons and papers. 
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Mr. McCONNELL objected. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved a suspension of the 
rules, 

Mr. McCONNELL asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Brodhead, Buffington, William 
W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, 
Culver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Dromgoole, Jobn H. 
Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goodyear, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, 
Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Damel P. King, Preston 
King, Lewis, Levin, Long, James McDowell, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Owen, Par- 
rish, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Truman 
Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, Stewart, 
Strohm, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, ‘Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, 
White, and Winthrop—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
Brockenbrough, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Constable, 
Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, De Mott, Dobbin, Dunlap, 
Edsall, Erdman, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, 
Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, George 5. Houston, Edmund W. 
Hubard, Janes B. Hunt, Jenkins, Joseph Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufinan, 
Lawrence, Leake, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClean, McClelland, 
MecClernanud, McConnell, MeCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, 
McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Moulton, Niven, 
Norris, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relte, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, 
Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, St. John, Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tredway, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wood, 
Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost—s6. 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended, and the resolution was 
not received. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, and demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be directed to furnish to such members 
of the present House of Representatives as have 
not received them, such books as were furnished 
to the members of the last Congress, including the 
5th volume of the Debates on the Federal Consti- 
tution; and that the books now remaining on hand 
be employed to that purpose, as far as they go: 
Provided, 'That this resolution shall not be so con- 
strued as to authorize the reprinting of any of said 
books. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the resolution 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, were, yeas 69, 
nays 96. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

[While the Clerk was calling the roll he was 
directed by the Speaker to suspend, the conversa- 
tion in the Hall being so loud as to render it very 
difficult to hear the answers of members. 

A pause ensued. 

The SPEAKER stated that when conversation 
was suspended, the Clerk would proceed with the 
call of the roll. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether there was 
any particular limit within which members might 
indulge in conversation to the suspension of the 
business of the House? 

The SPEAKER. The rule does not prescribe 
the exact limit. 

In due course of time the call of the roll was re- 
sumed and concluded. ] 

And the question recurring on the demand for the 

previous question, there was a second. 

And the main question (on the adoption of the 
resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. G. W. JONES and Mr. S. ADAMS de- 
manded the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 

and, being taken, were yeas 89, nays 73. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and demanded the previous question, which 
was seconded; and the question being taken under 
its operation, the vote was not reconsidered. 


THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of J. K. Walker, 
Esq., his Private Secretary, informing the House 


| that the President had approved and signed certain | 


}) bills. 


E. 1181 
The Secretary also stated that he was directed 
by the President to deliver to the House of Repre- 
sentatives a message in writing. 





a 


{Several voices: ‘*Well, let’s have the message in 
writing.’? This message was a veto on the river 
and harbor bill.] 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. LIGON offered a resolution providing that 
the House would resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union to resume the 
consideration of the bill in relation to French spo- 
lations prior to 1800, and that all debate thereon 
should cease at two o’clock this day. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON moved that the resolu- 
tion be laid on the table. 

Which motion having been agreed to, the reso- 
lution was laid on the table. 

THE VETO. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved that the message in 
writing from the President of the United States be 
now taken up and read. 

Mr. Ri " yT objected. 

On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the rules of the 
House were suspended for the purpose, and the 
message was read as follows: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I have considered the bill entitled * An act ma- 
king appropriations for the improvement of certain 
harbors and rivers’? with the care which its im- 
portance demands, and now return the same to the 
House of Representatives in which it originated, 
with my objections to its becoming a law. The 
bill proposes to appropriate one million three hun- 
dred and seventy-eight thousand four hundred and 
fifty dollars to be applied to more than forty dis- 
tinct and separate objects of improvement. On 
examining its provisions, and the variety of objects 
of improvement which it embraces, many of them 
of a local character, it is difficult to conceive, if it 
shall be sanctioned and become alaw, what practi- 
cal constitutional restraint can hereafter be imposed 
upon the most extended system of internal improve- 
ments by the Federal Government in all parts of 
the Union. The Constitution has not, in my judg- 
ment, conferred upon the Federal Government the 
power to construct works of internal improvement 
within the States, or to appropriate money from 
the treasury for that purpose. ‘That this bill as- 
sumes for the Federal Government the right to 
exercise this power, cannot, I think, be doubted, 
‘The approved course of the Government, and the 
deliberately-expressed judgment ofthe people, have 
denied the existence of such a power under the Con- 
stitution. Several of my predecessors have denied 
its existence in the most solemn forms. 

The general proposition that the federal Govern- 
ment does not possess this power ts so well settled, 
and has for a considerable period been so ee nerally 
acquiesced in, that it is not deemed necessary to 
reiterate the arguments by which it is sustained. 
Nor do I deem it necessary, after the full and elab- 
orate discussions which have taken place before the 
country on this subject, to do more than state the 
reneral considerations which have satisfied me of 
the unconstitutionality and inexpediency of the 
exercise of such a power. 

It is not questioned that the Federal Government 
| is one of limited powers. Its powers are such, and 
such only, as are expressly granted in the Consti- 
tution, or are properly incident to the expressly 
cranted powers, and necessary to their execution. 
In determining whether a given power has been 
eranted, a sound rule of construction has been Jaid 
down by Mr. Madison. ‘That rule is, that ** when- 
‘ ever a question arises concerning a particular pow- 
‘er, the first question is, whether the power be 
‘expressed in the Constitution. If it be, the ques- 
‘tion is decided. If it be not expressed, the next 
‘ inquiry must be, whether it is properly an incident 
‘to an expressed power, and necessary to its execu- 
‘tion. If it be, it may be exercised by Congress. 
| * If it be not, Congress cannot exercise it.”’ Itis not 
| pretended that there is any express grant in the 

Constitution conferring on Congress the power in 
question. Is it, then, an incidental power, neces- 
sary and proper for the execution of any of the 
granted powers? All the granted powers, it igs 
, confidently affirmed, may be effectually executed 
without the aid of such an incident. “A power, 
*to be incidental, must not be exercised for ends 
‘ which make it a principal, or substantive power, 
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‘independent of the principal power to which it is 
** It is not enough that it may be 
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places for the improvement of which appropria- 
now for first time proposed. It will 
be found, also, that the bill cont codes ppropriations 
for rivers upon W hich there not only eXists no for- 
eign ¢ but upon which there has not been 
established even a paper port of entry, and for the 
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Te must Eacchts a disreputable sere umble for 
public money, by the conflict which 118 in 
from such a system, between local and jndj, 
interests and the general interest of the whi 4 
is unjust to those States which have with t! 
means constructed their own internal jj, 
ments, to make from the common treasury 
priations for similar improvements in other Sta 

In its operation it will be oppressive and 
towards those States representatives 
people eithe r deny or doubt the exist: 
power, or th ink its exercise ine xpe pp ent, and whe 
while they equally contribute to the treasury, ean 
not, consistently with their opinions, engave j 
general competition fora share of the publie 
Thus a large portion of the Union in ponib ers 
in geographical extent, contributing its equal 
portion of taxes to the support of the Govern 
would, under, the operation of such a systey 
compelled to see the national treasure—t)e « 
stock of all—unequally disbursed, and ofte; 
provide ntly wasted for the advantave of « 
sections, 1ustead of heing applied to the great 
tional purposes in which all have a common i 
est, and for which alone the power to co!|; 
revenue was given. Should the system of int 
improvements proposed prevail, all these 
will multiply and increase with the increase of 4 
number 
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of the States, and the extension of | 
geographical limits of the settled portions of « 
country. With the increase of our numbers 
the extension of our settlements, the local ol 
demanding appropriations of the pub lic mon 
their improvement will be proportion: aay incre 
ed. In each case the expenditure of 

money would confer benefits, direct or i: 
only on a section, while these sections woul 
come daily less In comparison with the who! 

The wisdom of the framers of the Constitut 
in withholding power over such objects from 
Federal Government, and leaving them to the | 
Governments of the States, 
more manifest with every yea 
operé ations of our Sy ste om. 

In a country of limited extent, with but few 
such objects of expenditure, (if the form of G 
ernment permitted it,) a common treasury mi 
be used for their improvement with much less ine 
quality and injustice than in one of the vast ext 
which ours now presents in population and tei 
tory. The treasure of the world would ha rdly 
€ qual to the improvement of every bay, inlet, ev 
and river in our country which might be suppos 
to promote the agricultural, manufacturine, 
commercial interests of a neighborhood. 

The Federal Constitution was W isely adapted 
in its provisions to _—. expansion of our ‘li ! its 
population; and with the advance of the 

racy of the States in the career of nationa! 
ness, it becomes the more apparent that 

mony of the Union, and the equal justice to 

ail its parts are entitled, require that the 
Government should contine its 
limits prescribed id the Constitution to its powe 
and authority. the provisions of t 
bil | are not subje ctto the obj ections stat ted. and ¢ 
they stand alone I should not feel it to be m 
to withhold my approval. 

If no constitutional objections existed to the | 
there are others of a serious nature which dese! 
some consideration. It appropriate s between 0: 
and two millions of dollars for objects which are 
of no pressing necessity; and this is proposed at 
time when the country is engaged in a fore 
war, and when Congress, at its present 
has authorized a loan, or the issue of treasury 

notes, to defray the expenses of the war, to bv 
resorted to if the ** exigencies of the Government 
shall require it.’’ It would seem to be the dictat’ 
of wisdom under such cireumsiances to husband 
our means, and not to waste them on com para- 
tively unimportant objects, so that we may r du 
the loan or issue of treasury notes which may 
become necessary to the smallest practic able sum. 
It would seem to be w ise, too, to abstain from su 
expe nditures with a view to avoid the accum la- 
tion of a large public debt; the existence of whi 
would be opposed to the interests of our people, as 
well as to the genius of our free institutions. 

Should this bill become a law, the peor 
which it establishes will, inevitably lead to large 
and annually increasing appropriations oa & ains 
upon the treasury, for it is not to be doubted that 
numerous other localities not embraced in its pro- 
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vis ons, but quite as aout entitled to the eae of 
,e Government as those which are embraced, will 
dem ind, through their representatives in Congress, 
to be P jlaced on ane qual footing withthem. W th 
euch an increase of expenditure must necessarily 
foll Ww either an ine rease d public dk bt .or inerease “] 
burdens upon the people by taxation, to supply the 
treasury W ith the means of meeting the accumula- 
ted demé wds upon it. se 
With p ofound respect for the opinions of Con- 
gress, and ever anxious, as far as I can consiste nily 


with my responsibility to ow common const itu- 
ents, to COO} erate W ith them in the dist ‘hare of 
our respective duties, it 1s with unfeiened regret 
that I tind myselt constrained, for the reasons 
which 1 have assigned, to withhold my approval 
tro ym this bill. JAMES K. POLK. 

WASHINGTON, 4ugust 3, 1846. 

The reading having been concluded, 

A number of members claimed the floor. 

1 he SPEAI ER. The que stion will be, = S!} all 
this bill become a law, the objections of the Presi- 
dent to the contrary notw ithstanding ?”’ 

[Norr.—The consuituuonal provision on the 
subject is as follows: ** Every bill which shall have 
passt d the Liouse of Representatives and the Sen- 
ate shall, before it bec hone a law, be presented to 
the Pre sident of the United States; if he approve 
he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with 
his objections, to that House in which it shall have 

yiginated, who shall enter the objections at large 
on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. Lf, 
after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that House 
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together 
with the ol je ctions, to the other House, by which 
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if approved 
by two-thirds of that House, it shall become a law; 
but, in all such cases, the votes of both Houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voung for and against the 
bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House 
respective ly.”*] 

The SPEAIWER then gave the floor to 

Mr. BOYD, who said that it would be proper to 
have the documents printed. He presumed, how- 
ever, that the first question in order would be the 
question of reconsideration. A motion 

Mr. ASH MUN rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ASHMUN. ‘The point of order is this: 
That before the House proceed to the reconsider 
ation, this message must be spread at large on the 
Journal; therefore the motion cannot be decided to- 
day. Such is the requisition of the Consutution 
of the U nited States. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is aware of the 
provision of the Constitution. 
the President will, asa matter of course, be spread 
ontthe Journal; the Constitution requires that 
they shall be. But the House can act notwith- 
standing. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Not until after the message 
has been spread on the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. By the rules of construction, 
and by the practice of the House, the message 1s 
considert d as now spread on the Journal. ‘The 
gentleman from Kentucky will proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. BOYD. I do not rise to discuss this inter- 
nal improvement question. 
the session it seems to me that it cannot be desira- 
ble to enter upon sucha discussion. But I may be 
permit ted to express my thanks, thus publicly in 
my place, to the President of the United States for 
cine r met this question in the form in which he 
aS met it. 





[ have risen for the purpose of moving the pre- 
vious question, 


{A number of voices: No—that will not do— 
we cannot go that. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is de- 
mande d. 

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON. If the previous 

question is not seconded, is the message debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I hope the previous ques- 
tion will not be sustained. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFY called for tellers ; who 
were ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked Mr. Boyp to with- 


draw the dem: ind for a moment, to enable him (Mr. 
D.) to say a word. 


Mr. | BOY D. I cannot withdraw it. 
(Several voices: Never mind; we'll vote :t down. } 


The objections of 


At this late pe riod of 


THE CONGRE! SSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. . DAVIS suger sted thatthe subject should 
be made the special order for the day after to- 
morrow. : 

[Several voices: Oh! no; no special orders. | 
And the question being taken on the demand for 
the previous que Stion, the vol stood ayes SY, noes 
105. 

So there was nota second. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE i: juired the Speaker if 
the question was on seconding the demand for the 
previous question; to which receiving an affirmative 
reply, he said he did not rise with a view of making 
any remarks upon the merits of the objections 
which the President had sent to this House, or to 
comment upon the joy with which they had thrill- 
ed the breasts of a portion of the members of this 
House, or the extent of the disapprobation which 
it awakened in othe rs, but to sugvest to the Hlouse 
to take that ste pw hich was best calculate d to en- 
able them to act with proper calmness upon a sub- 
ject of so much moment, involving as it did so 
‘much feeling, and such a variety of local interests. 
He had referred to the preee de nts of pre 
in the House in the case of vetor s, from the first 
veto of Washington to the apportionment bill, 
down to the last veto of Mr. Tyle rm Is44; and 
although his impressions from reading the Consti- 
tution was that they must proceed at once to re- 
consider the bill with the objections of the 
dent, it appeare d that the pri actice had bee 


ceedi rs 


Presi- 


» nfter 
by, ckilel 


spreading the objections at large upon the Journal, 
asa matter edt ciaeiaie an aeedionl at once to recon- 
sider the bill, or to assien a day therefor. As the 


House had determined, by its refusal to second the 
demand for the previous question, that the y would 
not now proceed to reconsider, he suggested 
them simply to follow the precedent adopted 


prude 


in 
179 ae upon the ré turn, by General Washin rton, ¢ f 
the apportionment bill, with h is obj ctions: and tor 
this purpose he would offer the identical resolution 
which was then adopted, viz: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat to-morrow = assiened for the 
reconsideration of the said bill, in the mode pre- 
scribed by the Constitution of the United States.” 

Mr. BRODHEAD suevested that ** to-morrow’”’ 
be stricken out of the resolution, and 
inserted. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, if it appeared to be the 
general wish of the House to proceed immediately 
to the reconsideration, he would modify the reso- 
lution as suggested After some 


“ forthwith’ 


conversation, 
however, he insisted on the resolution in its origi 
nal form. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said 
messave,as read by the ¢ 
He was not sure that 


had listened to the 
clerk, with great attention. 
he understood it accurately 
on all points. As the House was about to proce ed 
to vote on the question, whether the bill should 
become a law, the President’s objections to the 
contrary notwithstanding, he had a few words to 
say before the vote should be taken. He had voted 
for the bill on it passage the House in the first 
instance. He had voted for several similar bills at 
former sessions. He was, and ever 
favor of giving adequate protection to our commerce 
and navigation on all our navigable waters—the 
lakes and rivers, as well as the ocean. He had 
discovered nothing in the message to change his 
opinion in this re spect. Indeed, if he had under- 
stood the reading of the message right, 


had been, in 


he had no 

les relate d 
to the consttutional power of Congress to establish 
a general system of internal improvements. Mr. 
D. was opposed to sucha syste m, and had so 
avowed himself various oceasions, at this 
well as former st calla tongress. 


complaint to make so far as its prine 


i} 
i 


as 
He approved 
of all the restrictions on the extent of this power 
imposed by General Jackson in his Maysville road 
and Wabash river vetoes. He ap yproved of the 
restrictions in the messages of M: udison, Monroe, 
and Van Buren. He was not willing to go as far 
as many of them went in favor of public works by 
the General Government. There must be some 
restriction, some limit, to the power, else the Fed- 


| eral Government would swallow up all the powers 


of the States. 

Mr. D. agreed with the President that ours was 
a government of limited powers, possessing none 
except those which were expressly granted, or 
were necessary to carry the enumerated powers 
into effect. He was willing to adopt this rule of 
construction on rivers and harbors as well as 
banks, tariff, distribution, and all the other great 
measures of the day. He had no fault to find 
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therefore, with the rules of construction whicl 


vhich the 
Pre sident had adopt d. The } FINCLACS of the nics- 


sage in this. respect were sound and orthodox. 
"The difficulty he (Mr. D.) labored under was to 


comprehend the application of t ® prinerples to 


the particular works enumerated im the bill. The 


> ' : "sr ° 
President upproves OF a part and disapproves ot 
the residue He would be willine to sien the un- 


excel tionable portion if epnarated {i mn the oonoxN- 


ious ems, But inasmuch as he was ealled upon 
to sign or reject the whole bill in the precise shape 
in which it was presented to him, he has returned 
it to us with his objections. Now, (said Mr. D.) 
1 desire to know what these objectionable items 
are, and where they are. The President has not 
de sierh ited them, ble h iS fur) she d us no means 
of aisill uisninge the rood from thie evil \ pon 
Uiils point there might be, a ly a t{ is, a great 
variety of 0} nion. ‘Those works wl h one pot 
tion of the country may regard as the most impor- 
tant, others may regard as the least useful. As 
the President Oo ject to a part, and not to the 
whole of the bi : it was due to the Llouse that he 
should have } unted out the o OXNtouUsS Item 

which, m his opimion, are so host to the} i 
ples of the Constitution and the purity of our insti- 
tutor ‘There were items in the bill to which he 
(Mr. D.) had very strong objections. There wa 
one m parucul r again tL which he was compel 


led to vote on the yeas and nays when t bill 


¥ ne wv 
was first under consideration, Le rave the vote 
With great reluctance, because it was for py? im 
provement of a city near which he resided, vt 
whose prosperity he had the greatest ces le 
Elis constituents were in the habit of trading thers 
and were interested ili the expenditure ot the 
money. Seventy-five thousand dollars were ap 
propriated by this bill to improve the harbor of 
that city; or, in other words, to force the water of 
he Mississippi torunalong the wharf on the richt 
bank, instead of following its natural channel near 
the left bank of the stream. ‘This appropriation 
might be important to the inhabitants of that one 
city, and facilitate trade ‘at that point at the ex- 
pense of othe rs above and below; but it will hardly 
be contended that the navigation of the river would 
be improved by it. It would not add one iota to 
the safety and facility of navigation, Boats could 
pass up and down just as w ell without as with it, 
‘The channel opposite to that city is as deep and 
safe as at any place above or below. The naviva- 
tion of the river, therefore, was in nowise depend- 
ant upon this appropriation for its safety and facil- 
ilies. ‘The only ditt rence it could possibly make 
was, that business would have to be done a few 
yards, or perhaps miles, above or below, instead 
of at that irticular point. ‘These considerations 
might be very interesting to those worthy 
men who he ld prope rty 


rentle 
there ‘ but could be of no 
sort of imp rfance to the public, Mr. D. said he 
was compelled reluctantly to vote amainst this item 
of the bill, because it was the first of a new class 
of works which were purely local in their chara 
ter. If Congress appro} riate mol ey to make a 
eamboat landing at St. Louis, there was no rea- 
son why they should not do the same th 
Quiney, ati, and 


a hundred other towns on the western rivers. 


ing at 


Alton, Cairo, Louisville, Cinein: 
Those towns have all built their wharves 
owh expense, and were in the habit of taxing 
steamboats from one to five dollars a-piece for land- 
ing atthem. If you expend a half m 
lars to render the St. Louis wharf accessible to 
steamboats, sull the y will have to pay this tax for 
landing at it. Mr. I . repeate d that he had no hos- 
tilitv to St. Lou: 3; on the contrary, he fi it proud 
of her as the most flourishing city in the West 
He would do anything in his power consistent 
with duty to promote her interests. 


tllion of dol- 


i 


But he was 
not willing to sacrifice the whole river interest b ry 
appropriating the money to building up towns, 
which ought to be applied to the re moval of snags 
and sand bars. He wished to see the money ap- 
plied to the protection of life and property, and to 
the removal of obstructions to the navigation, and 
not to building up a few towns at the expense of 
all the others equ ully entitled to the protecti 


on of 
Government. 


For these reasons he had opposed 


_ this item, and had given a reluctant support to the 


bill with it in. 
Mr. McCLELLAND asked Mr. Doverass if he 
ras aware that this sum for the St. Louis harbor 


had been estimated for and approved by the War 
Department. 


at their 


55 FERS so 





j 
4 


a 


te 





1184 


Mr. DOUGLASS said he was aware of that fact; 
and for that very reason had less confidence in the 
other estimates which have come from the same 
source, 

Mr. D. said he had very little personal knowl- 
edve of the merits of the various harbors on the 
lakes and Atlantic which were provided for in the 
bill. He had taken them on the credit of the com- 
mittee which reported the bill, and the reports and 
estimates of the officers having them in charge. It 
had been the practice of the Government, from the 
Administration of Washington down, to encourage 
He was 
not prepared to abandon that policy at this trme. 
Lie did not understand the President in his message 
as abandoning it. If he understood the reading of 
the message, the President was in favor of appro- 
priations for harbors, light-houses, buoys, and bea- 


and sanction these harbor appropriations. 


cons, where they were necessary for the protection 
of our commerce and shipping. ‘There was some- 
thine said, however, about a distinction between 
foreign and internal commerce, to which he 
could not subseribe. 
tinetion. 
fore 
conferred in 
ble al 


lie rive 


our 


‘The power to regulate commerce with 
rn countries 
the same clause in the Constitution. 
o repudiated the distinctions about improv- 
1 ‘There 
If we have the 
river at all, we can do it above 
He 
also rejected the distinction which some gentlemen 
had attempted to draw between salt and fresh water, 
and the ebbing and flowing of the tide. All these 
distinctions from England, where they had 
no navigable waters above the ebbing and flowing 


and between the several States is 


s above and below ports of entry. 
‘was no reason for such distinction, 
richt to improve the 
a port of entry or delivery as well as below. 


came 


of the tide; and because the waters were not navi- 
erable in fact, they were not regarded so in law. If 
the common law had had its birth in this country, 
where we have rivers and lakes thousands of miles 
lone, furnishing safer and better navigation than 
the ocean, do you think that those rivers and lakes 
would not have been regarded navigable by law as 
well as ‘The law should always conform 
to the fact, according to the good old maxim, that 

the reason for the law ceases, the law itself 
ceases. All distinctions between the right to pro- 


in fact? 


teet commerce on the rivers, lakes, and the ocean, 
must be repudiated. ‘There is no reason for sucha 
ais tinction, and the very suggee stion of it is odious 
fromits p upable injustice. Wemust meetthe broad 
question boldly, whether Congress has the rnght, 
under the Constitution, to protect commerce on 
our navigable waters? and if so, it must apply to all 
alike. ‘lhe West will never submit to an odious 
and unjust discrimination, which lavishes millions 
on the seaboard, and excludes the lakes and rivers 
from all participation. ‘They must all be placed on 
same footing, and share alike in the favors and 
burdens of government. 

Mr. D. said he had no desire to see extravagant 
appropriations made. Ile was willing to confine 
them within reasonable limits. He did not wish 
to enlarge the powers of the Federal Government 
by construction, nor to invade the rights of the 
States. He was for the good old Democratic doc- 
trine of strict construction. One of the first speeches 
he ever made in this Hall was against the right of 
the Federal Government to prosec ute a system of 
roads and canals, and internal Improvements 1n 
the States. He held to the same doctrine yet, but 
not willing to rush on extremes, to deprive 
rovernment of its usefulness. 

Mr. D. said he would like to see the bill refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce, with the view 
of modifying it in such a shape as to obviate the 
President's obj etions, and receive his signature. 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order to 
amend the bill; that it must be passed or rejected 
as it stood. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said, then, he should vote on 
the billas he did originally, not discovering any- 
thine in the message to change his opinions. 

In the course of the remarks of Mr. Dove.ass, 

Mr. BOYD rose to a point of order. He dis- 
liked to interfere with the gentleman from Illinois, 
{Mr. Doverass.] In the first place, he (Mr. B.) 
understood that the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. DromGooLe] was now pending. 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Hopkins, pro tem.) The 
Chair understands the immediate question before 
the House to be the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Dromceere,] which 1s equivalent 
fo a motion to postpone until to-morrow, 


the 


he was 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


tie believed in no such dis- | 


Mr. BOYD. I further inquire, whether on this 
motion it will be in order to discuss the whole 
merits of the bill ? 

The SPEAKER said it was very difficult for the 
Chair to limit the range of debate on a motion to 
vostpone. 

Mr. BOYD. I have no wish to disturb the pro- 
ceedings of the House. But I wish the gentleman 
from Llinois [Mr. Doveiass] would allow me to 
make a simple proposition, which I do not desire 
to accompany with any remarks. It is, that the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DromcooLe] would 
so modify his motion as to provide that the mes- 


agree to take it up to-morrow and consider it. 


“Mr. DROMGOOLE modified his motion so as | 
to add ‘and that in the meantime the objections || 
of the President against the same becoming a law | 


be printed.” 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved to amend the mo- | 


these very works now vetoed. 


his remarks, (as above.) 


Mr. JAMES ‘THOMPSON said he had heard | 


with astonishment the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. DromcGoo.e] speak of the thrill of pleasure 
he experienced on hearing the reading of the veto 
message. Mr. 'T. said he could not understand 


the moral constitution of the man who could thus | 
feel—who could experience a thrill of delight to | 


hear denied the great principles of policy estab- 


lished by the founders of the Government, and | 


sustained and supported by our greatest and best 
men. For his part, he felt a very different senti- 
ment—he felt the deepest regret. The veto, as he 


understood it, denied the whole power asserted by | 


this bill—the power to improve the harbors on the 
lakes, or to remove obstructions in rivers. He 
would call upon th® West to oppose this veto, be- 
cause, if its doctrines be sustained, it puts an end 
forever to all such measures, He would call upon 


gentlemen on this side of the House steadily to | 


maintain their position on this subject, The veto, 
as he understood it, denied the constitutionality of 
the measure, excepting for objects on the seacoast. 


it covered the whole ground of opposition to im- || 


provements such as are in the bill. This seemed 
to him strange. ‘The President had sent into the 
Llouse with his Annual Message estimates for the 
construction of most all of these very works now 
declared unconstitutional by this veto. He said 
he had relied on these official estimates as the 
views of the Administration, 4nd now they are 
to be disregarded. He had been informed that 
these very estimates, sent in from the department, 
had been submitted to, and approved by, the Presi- 
dent. Why does he disregard them now? In 
addition to all this, he would like to know if the 
President had not expressed to certain members 
of this House his approbation of this bill? He 
would call on the chairman of the Committee on 


Commerce |[Mr. McCiecianp] to say whether he | 


had not called on the President in regard to it, and 
learned his approval of it? 
reply. 

Mr. McCLELLAND did not answer. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, if the gentleman did not 
answer, he would assert the fact to be so. And 
he said he would also call on the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Constapie} to know if he, too, 
had not called on the President, and received a 
satisfactory answer. 


Mr. PAYNE interposed, and wished to know 


whether the gentleman from Pennsylvania wished 


| to be understood as saying that the chairman of 


the Committee on Commerce [Mr, McCietianp} 


took this bill to the President of the United States, | 
j [Mr. | 
ConstraBLe] took this bill to the President of the || 
United States, exhibited it to him, item by item, | 


or that the gentleman from Maryland 


and that the President of the United States assented 
to their correctness ? 


Mr. THOMPSON said he asked the question, 
if he had not called on the President in regard to | 


the bill. 


Mr. THURMAN rose to a point of order, and | 


raised the point that it was not in order to refer to 
conversations with the President. 
The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 
Mr. McCLELLAN D said he did not understand 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Tuomp- 
son} as the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Payne] 


GLOBE. 


seemed to have understood him—to inquire whe 
} 
{ 


| State. 
! 
here, to state any conversation th 


| and himself in regard to this matter. 


i] 
} 
if 
| 
| 
i} 


| subject as confidential. 


_ tion he had had with the President he had no 
sage should be printed, and that the House should |! 


| that so far from that gentleman’s having received 


|| any such information from him, they had p¢ ver 
tion as modified, so as to direct the printing of the | 


estimates of the War Department, recommending | 


j | gentleman from Michigan, and repeated to } 
Mr. DOUGLASS here resumed and concluded | 


| these improvements, and he understood from that 


He said he desired a | 


— 


—— 
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he (Mr. McC.) did not present this bill, ther 


Or its 
different items, to 


the President of the Unit 
_Now, he would state that he did not en 
sider himself bound, nor did he consider it 


eq 
proper 
; at had take 
place between the President of the United States 


\ : He consid. 
ered all the communications he had had wi, 


. _ h th 
President of the United States in re , 


lation to this 
He would state tho, 


’ igh, 
so far as that was concerned, that at any consulta. 


Ulta. 


t the 


bill with him. 
Mr. CONSTABLE (Mr. T. further yieldine) 


| remarked that he was very much surprised at the 


question of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


See we : 3 
he had no intimation of his purpose to ask it: 


and 


exchanged a word upon the subject; but that since 
the general form of the question proposed to 4) 


he 
im, 


had forced from him a disclaimer, he felt bound 


| now to say that he had never seen the bill untij j; 


was introduced into the House, and knew nothins 
of its items, not being a member of the committec 


| Some considerable time before the bill was report. 
ed, he had exchanged a few words with the Pres). 


dent upon a single matter connected with the sy). 
ject of this bill, during which the President had 
made a remark from which he (Mr. C.) had infey. 
red that the President was friendly to the item, and 
he still so believed, as there was nothing in the 


| veto message, as he understood it, inconsistent with 
, the inference he had drawn from the remark of the 


President. So far from his having conferred wih 
the President upon this bill, either before or afer 
its passage, he had but a single interview with him, 
and that was entirely confined to an item which 


| was not included in the bill reported by the com. 


mittee. 

Mr. McCLELLAND further said, he wished 
to say that he positively and unequivocally de- 
clined to give any answer to the inquiry the gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THompsoy] 
put. 

A member (to Mr. Tompson.) You ought to 
withdraw the imputation. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, (continuing,) said he had 


| made no imputation; he only asked a question. If 
| there was any imputation in the question, he could 


not avoid it. 

A member. You are bound in honor to with- 
draw the imputation, because it is not proved. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would leave that to 
the House, whether proved or not. If a witness 
will not answer, we all know what the inference 
is. As to his honor, he said he knew how to take 
care of that; he would protect it in his own way. 
He said that Colonel Abert’s report was submited 


| to the House in regard to the great majority of 


\ 


officer that the matter had been submitted to the 
President, and it had received his approval. He 
asked why all this, if all the time he had const- 
tutional doubts and difficulties? Was it witha 
view to other matters ?—to other measures? Was 
he silent in relation to this bill, on account of 
| another measure? Another thing he would siate 
that was strange: The * Union” had come out tie 
day before the final vote in the House on the tarill 
| in favor of this bill, then in the hands of. the Presi 
dent; the day after, it came out against it! 

A member: The editor explained that. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had seen the exp!s- 
nation. It was a poor excuse. Did he not know 
his own editorial? And did he not read his own 
revises? But whether or not the fact was 80, tle 
explanation came after the tariff bill was passed. 
He said gentlemen seemed surprised at his remarks. 


| He claimed the right, as an independent man, © 
'| say whatever he thought it his duty to say, even" 


| in terms of disapprobation, What! a constituent 
not a right to speak freely of his representative— 
to disapprobate him if he believes he deserves 

| He said he had labored hard to elect Mr. Polk, 
and he would support him when he was right; but 
he knew of no responsibility that would deter him 

| from making such comments in regard to his course 


|| as he believed himself justified in making, - 
|| condemning him if he believed him wrong. H® 


| said he conceived it extraordinary, that with all 
the evidence showing the President’s acquiescenc® 





same t 
such 
was € 
to be 


oppos 
could 
could 
go to 





